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Dear Mr Clark 
 
Thurrock Core Strategy & Policies for Management of Development 
Focused Review – Consistency with National Planning Policy Framework 
 
1. Thank you for hosting the Exploratory Meeting held last Friday, 22 November, notes of 

which are enclosed.  I would draw your attention in particular to items 4 and 7 of the 
notes, which set out my views on the purpose and scope of the Focused Review and the 
terms of the Examination. I am now writing to confirm the next steps in the Examination. 

 
Additional evidence 

 
2. As discussed at the Exploratory Meeting, I would like the Council to provide additional 

evidence to support certain proposed changes in the Focused Review.  The following 
evidence should be provided to me as soon as possible via the Programme Officer and 
made available as Examination core documents in the Examination library and on the 
Council’s website. 

 
• Policy CSSP5 – Sustainable Green Grid:  please provide a hard copy of the 

current Green Grid Strategy, plus details of any further planning work 
subsequently undertaken on the Green Grid. 

 
• Policies CSTP3 & CSTP4 – Gypsies & Travellers and Travelling Showpeople:  at 

the Exploratory Meeting you indicated that an Essex-wide assessment of gypsy 
and traveller accommodation needs is currently being undertaken.  Please advise 
on the programme for this work and when the report is likely to be available.  
Please also advise on any current proposals which the Council has for producing a 
separate Gypsy and Traveller Local Plan, as referred to in the proposed changes 
to these policies.  At the hearing sessions I will also wish to discuss the evidence 
which supports the proposed additional criteria included in these policies, but there 
is no need to provide that evidence at this stage. 

 
• Paragraphs 5.93-5.98:  please provide a hard copy of the current Thurrock 

Transport Strategy. 

mailto:louise@poservices.co.uk
https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/core-strategy-local-plan/focused-review-consistency-with-national-planning-policy-framework
https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/core-strategy-local-plan/focused-review-consistency-with-national-planning-policy-framework


 
• Policy CSTP23:  please provide any available evidence to support the “key 

character area” status of Residential Precincts and Homesteads Ward. 
 

• Policies CSTP25 & PMD12:  Please provide a hard copy of the Affordable Housing 
Viability Assessment prepared for the Core Strategy and any other relevant 
viability evidence.  Once I have considered the currently-available evidence, I will 
advise if further viability evidence needs to be prepared. 

 
• Paragraph 6.8:  Please clarify which “Environmental Agency Acts” this refers to. 

 
Main modifications 
 
3. You indicated that the Council would prefer to pursue the withdrawal of the policy and 

textual changes set out at item 3 of the Exploratory Meeting notes by means of main 
modifications to the Focused Review.  I would be grateful if you would draft appropriate 
main modifications and send them to me for comment, via the Programme Officer, by 
Monday 16 December.  I will then let you have my comments by Friday 20 December. 

 
4. Consultation on the main modifications will need to run for six weeks and to be 

conducted in the same manner as the consultation on the proposed submission version 
of the Focused Review.  If you intend to undertake this consultation in advance of the 
examination hearing sessions, I would suggest that the consultation period needs to 
begin in mid-January 2014.  This is to allow sufficient time for any responses to the 
consultation to be considered and discussed at the hearing sessions.  As I made clear at 
the Exploratory Meeting, the earliest date at which the hearing sessions could be held 
would be in March 2014. 

 
5. The alternative would be for the consultation to take place after the hearing sessions, in 

conjunction with consultation on any further main modifications that might be necessary 
as a result of the Examination.  As you will appreciate, this could mean there would be 
additional delay to my report, especially if further hearings are needed as a result of the 
consultation.  However, I am content for the Council to decide which alternative you 
prefer.  Would you please advise me, via the Programme Officer, when you have 
decided.  I will then confirm the timetable for the remainder of the examination. 

 
 
6. If you have any queries on the above points, please let me know via the Programme 

Officer as soon as possible. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

Roger Clews 
 
Inspector 


