
Examination of the Thurrock Core Strategy &                EX111 
Policies for Management of Development Focussed Review – 

Consistency with National Planning Policy Framework 
 
 

NOTES OF THE EXPLORATORY MEETING 
 

HELD ON FRIDAY 22 NOVEMBER 2013 
 

AT THE CIVIC OFFICES, NEW ROAD, GRAYS 
 

Participants: 
Thurrock Council 
Mr D Churchill, Iceni Projects, representing Cogent Land LLP 
Mr J Stevens, Strategic Planner, Home Builders Federation 
Mr M Young, Martin Robeson Planning Practice, representing Miller Strategic Land 
 
1. Background to and purpose of the meeting 
 
The Inspector explained that the meeting followed an exchange of letters between 
himself and Council, prompted by his concern that some of the changes originally 
proposed in the Focused Review would have required a substantial review and 
updating of the evidence base, and would also potentially have engaged the legal 
duty to co-operate1. 
 
The purpose of the meeting was (a) to confirm the position reached in reducing the 
scope of the Focused Review; (b) to discuss any remaining areas of uncertainty; and 
(c) to map out the procedure for the rest of the examination.  It would not deal with 
the soundness or legal compliance of any of the proposed changes in the Focused 
Review.  Those invited to participate were chosen because their representations 
were directly relevant to the topics to be discussed at the meeting. 
 
2. Correspondence to date between the Inspector and the Council 
 
Through this correspondence it had been established that: 
 
(a) the Council accept that the Focused Review will not bring the Thurrock Core 

Strategy & Policies for Management of Development [Core Strategy] as a whole 
into full conformity with the National Planning Policy Framework [NPPF].  It will 
only amend certain policies and text in the Core Strategy. 

 
(b) The Council have stated their intention to withdraw certain policy and textual 

changes from the Focused Review. 
 
3. Confirmation of the parts of the Focused Review which the Council no longer 

wish to pursue, and the mechanism for deleting them 
 
The Council confirmed their intention to withdraw the following policy and textual 
changes from the Focused Review: 

                                       
1  Under s33A of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, as amended.  All the 
letters referred to can be viewed on the Council’s website. 



 
Policies CSSP1, CSSP2, CSSP4, CSTP1 & CSTP2 
Paragraphs 2.4, 2.8 and additional text after bullet point, 4.2, 4.3, 4.6, 4.7, 4.23, 4.25, 
4.27, 4.28, 4.29, 5.3, 5.12, 5.21, 5.22 & 5.23 
 
After discussion of the options, the Council indicated their preference to undertake 
the withdrawal of these changes by means of main modifications, to be 
recommended by the Inspector under s20 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase 
Act 2004. 
 
4. The remaining purpose and scope of the Focused Review 
 
The Inspector set out his view that the purpose of the Focused Review would be to 
amend certain policies and text in the Core Strategy to make those policies and text 
consistent with the NPPF.  Its scope would be limited to the policy and textual 
changes that are not withdrawn by means of main modifications. 
 
He invited discussion on suggested explanatory text to be included in the Focused 
Review to make this clear.  Following the discussion, he decided to ask the 
Programme Officer to circulate the suggested text to all representors, inviting written 
comments on it. 
 
5. Whether or not the Duty to Co-operate is engaged 
6. Extent of the necessary evidence base 
 
These two matters were considered together by reference to each of the remaining 
proposed changes in the Focused Review.  The Inspector said he would write to the 
Council to summarise the actions required as a result. 
 
7. Clarification of the terms of the Examination 
 
The Inspector made it clear that his role is to examine the soundness and legal 
compliance of certain Core Strategy policies and text as they are proposed to be 
amended by the Focused Review.  It is not to examine the soundness and legal 
compliance of the Core Strategy as a whole.  Views had been expressed at the 
meeting about whether or not the Council ought to undertake a full review of the Core 
Strategy, but such considerations were outside the scope of this Examination. 
 
8. Next steps 
 
The Inspector will write to the Council to ask them to draft main modifications, along 
the lines summarised in item 3 above, for his comment, and to clarify what additional 
evidence he requires.  Any documents provided will become Examination core 
documents. 
 
The PO will circulate the draft explanatory text for comment, as per item 4 above. 
 
The Council will consider the most appropriate timing for consultation on the main 
modifications, in discussion with the Inspector. 
 
The earliest likely date for the hearing sessions will be March 2014. 


