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        2 December 2013 
 
 
Dear Representor 
 
OUTCOME OF EXPLORATORY MEETING AND 
CONSULTATION ON INSPECTOR’S SUGGESTED EXPLANATORY TEXT 
 
As announced in my letter of 1 November 2013, the Inspector held an Exploratory 
Meeting on 22 November with the Council and a number of representors, to discuss 
the Focused Review of the Thurrock Core Strategy & Policies for Management of 
Development.  The Inspector’s note setting out the outcomes of the meeting is 
enclosed with this letter. 
 
The sole purpose of the Exploratory Meeting was to clarify the purpose and scope of 
the Focused Review and of the Examination.  Issues of soundness and legal 
compliance were not discussed.  They will be dealt with at the Examination hearings, 
for which I will announce the arrangements later. 
 
One of the matters discussed at the Exploratory Meeting was the inclusion of 
additional explanatory text in the Focused Review to explain more clearly how it 
would affect the policies in the adopted Core Strategy.  The Inspector proposed the 
following draft text: 
 

“This Focused Review makes amendments to certain policies in the Core 
Strategy and Policies for Management of Development DPD, adopted in 
December 2011.  On adoption of the Focused Review, the previous adopted 
versions of these policies are replaced by the amended policies. 
 
“All other policies of the Core Strategy and Policies for Management of 
Development DPD remain unchanged until a further review is undertaken.  The 
Examination of the Focused Review: Consistency with National Planning Policy 
Framework [NPPF] did not include any testing of the unchanged policies for 
consistency with the NPPF.” 
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Following discussion at the meeting, the Inspector has decided that all those who 
had made representations on the Focused Review should be invited to comment on 
his suggested additional text.  You are therefore invited to submit your comments 
on the above text to me by no later than 16 December 2013.  The Inspector and 
the Council will take the comments into account when deciding what main 
modifications may need to be made to the Focused Review. 
 
Please contact me if you have any queries. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Louise St John Howe 
Programme Officer 


