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                                                                                                                            EX114 
Introduction 
 
Following the Exploratory Meeting, held on 22 November 2013, Thurrock Council are proposing 
some Main Modifications to the Core Strategy and Policies for Management of Development - 
Focused Review: Consistency with National Planning Policy Framework Submission Document.  
 
The Inspector had previously raised concerns with the Council that some of the changes 
originally proposed in the Focused Review would result in policies which would need to be 
supported by an up to date evidence base, and would require the duty to cooperate to be met.  
After discussion of the options during the Exploratory Meeting, the Council confirmed their 
intention to withdraw certain policy and textual changes from the Focused Review, by means of 
Main Modifications, to be recommended by the Inspector.  
 
This document sets out the Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications related to the ‘Proposed 
Submission Draft’, May 2013, which was submitted to the Secretary of State on 1 August 2013.  
 
All of the Main Modifications within this Schedule have a unique reference e.g. MM1, MM2.   
 
With the exception of MM1, the Council is proposing to:- 
 

(i) reinstate the text originally proposed to be deleted as shown in  within the ‘Proposed 
Submission Draft Explanation’ document, and as reproduced here. 

 
(ii) delete the text originally proposed to be inserted as shown in blue underlined within 

the ‘Proposed Submission Draft Explanation’ document, and as reproduced here. 
 
The consequence of these modifications would be to return all these policies and sections of 
supporting text back to their originally adopted form.   
 
MM1 is additional wording proposed to be inserted into the Focused Review, as recommended 
by the Inspector during the Exploratory Meeting.  
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Ref Policy/ 

Paragraph 
Proposed Modification Reason for Change Further SA 

and/or HRA 
required? 

MM1 Introduction Insert after the introductory sentence confirming adoption by the Council of the 
focused review amendments the following: 
 
This Focused Review makes amendments to certain policies in the Core Strategy and 
Policies for Management of Development DPD, adopted in December 2011.  On 
adoption of the Focused Review, the previous adopted versions of these policies are 
replaced by the amended policies. 
 
All other policies of the Core Strategy and Policies for Management of Development 
DPD remain unchanged until a further review is undertaken.  The Examination of the 
Focused Review: Consistency with National Planning Policy Framework [NPPF] did 
not include any testing of the unchanged policies for consistency with the NPPF.  
 

To explain more clearly 
how the Focused Review 
would affect the policies 
in the adopted Core 
Strategy.  

No 

MM2 Para. 2.4  
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out the Government’s planning 
policies for England and how these are expected to be applied.  The NPPF constitutes 
guidance for local planning authorities and decision-takers both in drawing up plans 
and as a material consideration in determining applications.  Technical guidance 
relating to flood risk and minerals policy was issued to accompany the NPPF.  The 
NPPF replaced the great majority of former Planning Policy Guidance notes (PPGs) 
and Planning Policy Statements (PPS).  PPS10 – Planning for Sustainable Waste 
Management will remain in place until the National Waste Management Plan is 
published.  Several Guidance notes and Statements relating to Minerals have been 
retained.  Separate planning policy for traveller sites was also published alongside the 
NPPF.   

The proposed change is 
no longer appropriate 
given the narrower 
review of policies now 
proposed.  

No 

MM3 Para. 2.8  
The Core Strategy as originally adopted in December 2011 complied with parts 4.16 
and 4.45 of the former PPS12 – Local Spatial Planning that related to spatial planning 
not being constrained to Local Planning Authority boundaries and to be coherent with 
the Core Strategies prepared by neighbouring authorities in the following ways: 
 
Section 110 of the Localism Act, which creates a new Section 33A of the Planning and 

The proposed change is 
no longer appropriate 
given the narrower 
review of the policies 
now proposed. 

No 



Core Strategy and Policies For Management of Development Focused Review –   
Consistency with National Planning Policy Framework Submission Document: 
Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications 

 3

Ref Policy/ 
Paragraph 

Proposed Modification Reason for Change Further SA 
and/or HRA 
required? 

Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 sets out a duty on local planning authorities, County 
Councils and other bodies with statutory functions to co-operate with each other.  The 
duty applies to the preparation of Local Plans, but did not apply to the Core Strategy 
which was originally submitted for examination prior to royal assent of the Act.  
Specifically the duty applies to the preparation of Local Plans so far as relating to a 
‘strategic matter’. 

MM4 Para. 4.2  
Housing growth will be achieved through the managed regeneration and renewal of 
previously developed land and if necessary through greenfield release that will be well 
integrated with existing neighbourhoods in Thurrock. Housing in isolated locations 
remote from services, facilities and poorly served by public transport will be avoided 
unless there are special circumstances. This policy sets out the scale and broad 
locations of new housing development to meet the East of England Plan requirements 
for 18,500 new dwellings in Thurrock to be delivered over the period 2001 to 2021, 
which the Council considers are manageable and desirable to deliver its sustainable 
regeneration strategy for Thurrock.  
 

It is proposed that 
changes to Policy 
CSSP1 be deleted – see 
below.   
 
Consequently it is no 
longer appropriate to 
make change to 
supporting text.   

No 

MM5 Para. 4.3  
A Plan, Monitor and Manage approach to residential land supply is required to ensure 
that the positive effects of regeneration are not undermined by potential negative 
environmental effects. The Council has prepared a Housing Trajectory, which 
identifies how the rolling five-year land supply relates to the current market outlook 
and anticipated recovery in the housing market. In addition, a 15-year supply has been 
identified for the period 2011 (adoption year) to 2026. It also shows how the overall 
housing allocation pans out over the Plan period. The trajectory will be updated and 
published in the AMR to take account of actual completions, changing market 
conditions and outlook.  
 

It is proposed that 
changes to Policy 
CSSP1 be deleted – see 
below.   
 
Consequently it is no 
longer appropriate to 
make change to 
supporting text.   

No 

MM6 Para. 4.6  
 

It is proposed that 
changes to Policy 
CSSP1 be deleted – see 
below.   
 

No 
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Ref Policy/ 
Paragraph 

Proposed Modification Reason for Change Further SA 
and/or HRA 
required? 

Consequently it is no 
longer appropriate to 
make change to 
supporting text.   

MM7 CSSP1  

CSSP1 – SUSTAINABLE HOUSING AND LOCATIONS 
1. HOUSING DELIVERY 

 
Thurrock is required to deliver a minimum of 18,500 dwellings between 2001 and 
2021. This policy makes provision through allocations at broad locations for 
approximately 13,550 dwellings for the period 1 April 2009 to 31 March 2021. 
Within the overall total allocation, the Council has also made an Indicative 
Provision for 4750 dwellings for the 5-year period 1 April 2021 to 31 March 2026 in 
accordance with paragraph 47 of the National Planning Policy Framework to 
provide a strategic 15-year supply from the planned date of Adoption of this DPD 
in 2011. 
 

I. New residential development will be directed to Previously Developed Land 
in the Thurrock Urban Area, Outlying Settlements and other existing built-up 
areas to protect the surrounding countryside and Green Belt. Over the 
period 2009 to 2021 the Council will seek to ensure that up to 92% of new 
residential development will be on Previously Developed Land (PDL). 

 
II. Development will only be permitted on greenfield and Green Belt land where 

it is specifically allocated for residential development and where it is required 
to maintain a five-year rolling housing land supply and buffer as required by 
paragraph 47 of the National Planning Policy Framework. 

 
III. The Council has and will continue to identify Broadly Defined Locations for  

the release of land within the Green Belt in accordance with Policies CSTP 1 
and CSSP 4 to help maintain a rolling 5-year (and buffer) supply of available 

Inadequate up to date 
evidence base, and duty 
to cooperate not met.   

No 
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Ref Policy/ 
Paragraph 

Proposed Modification Reason for Change Further SA 
and/or HRA 
required? 

and deliverable housing land over the Plan period to 2026 and will maintain 
this rolling 5-year (and buffer) supply through an Annual Refresh of the 
SHLAA and the Annual Monitoring Report.  

 
IV. The Council’s Strategic Spatial Housing Policy is to direct development to 

Broadly Defined Locations that make optimum use of Previously Developed 
Land both in and around the Thurrock Urban Area, at identified Outlying 
Settlements and within the Green Belt where appropriate, subject to section 
2 and 3 below.  Unless intended to replace an existing dwelling the Council 
will resist proposals for isolated homes in the countryside remote from 
services, facilities and poorly served by public transport unless there are 
special circumstances. 

 
 

2. ALLOCATIONS AND PHASING  
 

I. To allocate at least 85% of new housing development in the 5-year period 
2011-2016 inclusive to Previously Developed Land (PDL) locations in and 
around the Thurrock Urban Area, at the identified Outlying Settlements and 
within the Green Belt where appropriate. 

 
II. To allocate at least 80% of new housing development in the period 2011-

2026 to PDL locations in and around the Thurrock Urban Area, at the 
identified Outlying Settlements and PDL locations within the Green Belt 
where appropriate. 

 
III. Identify and allocate Broadly Defined Locations for the release of land within 

the Green Belt in accordance with Policies CSTP 1 and CSSP 4 for the 
period 2011–2026 to accommodate no more than 20% of new housing 
development. 

 
IV. To identify indicative Broadly Defined Locations for the release of sufficient 

PDL in and around the Thurrock Urban Area and at the identified Outlying 
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Ref Policy/ 
Paragraph 

Proposed Modification Reason for Change Further SA 
and/or HRA 
required? 

Settlements together with PDL and green-field locations within the Green 
Belt to provide the indicative Strategic Housing Land supply from 2021 to 
2026 inclusive in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework. 

 
3. SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION OF PROPOSED HOUSING BROAD 

LOCATIONS 2009 – 2021 
 

i. Thurrock Urban Area (Identified Dwelling Capacity as at 1st April 2009) 
 

The great majority of new housing and associated development for the period 
2009-2021 will be located in and around the Thurrock Urban Area Key Centre 
for Development and Change including: 

 

Purfleet   3180 dwellings 

West Thurrock/Lakeside Basin   3365 dwellings  

Grays   2605 dwellings 

Tilbury including Town centre        470 dwellings 

Chadwell St Mary   390 dwellings 

TOTAL 10,010 dwellings 

 

ii. Outlying Settlements north of the A13 (approximately 2100 new dwellings) 
 

Ockendon and Aveley will be a focus for regeneration including provision for a 
limited number of additional homes on PDL locations under-pinned by 
enhancement of community infrastructure and services. This includes capacity 
identified for 210 dwellings on Previously Developed Land in the Green Belt.  
In addition the Aveley Village Extension, South of Aveley By-pass site (340 
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Ref Policy/ 
Paragraph 

Proposed Modification Reason for Change Further SA 
and/or HRA 
required? 

dwellings) is shown on the Proposals Map as a release from the Green Belt as 
a consequence of a recent planning permission. 

 
iii. Outlying Settlements south of the A13 (approximately 580 New dwellings) 
 

The outlying centres of East Tilbury and Corringham/Stanford-le-hope will 
each be a focus for regeneration including provision for a limited number of 
additional homes on Brownfield land under-pinned by enhancement of 
community infrastructure and services. This total includes the recent consent 
on Green Belt land at Batafield at East Tilbury.  The housing location is shown 
on the Proposals Map as a release from the Green Belt as a consequence of 
a recent planning permission. 

 

iv. Stanford-le-hope/Corringham Urban Extension (330 new dwellings - indicative 
capacity) 

 
There will be a limited release of greenfield land at two locations on the urban 
fringe of Stanford-le hope / Corringham. In total the land release on the urban 
fringe will amount to 330 dwellings approx. No dwelling, including its curtilage, 
may be located on areas modelled to be Flood Zone 3b, including an 
appropriate allowance for climate change.  There are additional PDL sites 
available within the urban area.  The final site boundaries will be included in 
the Adopted Site Specific Allocations and Policies DPD and identified on the 
Proposals Map. 

 

v. North-east Grays Urban Extension  (approximately 460 dwellings - indicative 
capacity) 

 
There will be a limited release of PDL within the Green Belt that will be made 
available by the relocation of one school and one college currently located 
within the North-East of the Grays Urban Area to accommodate new homes 
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Ref Policy/ 
Paragraph 

Proposed Modification Reason for Change Further SA 
and/or HRA 
required? 

supported by community infrastructure.  The final site boundaries will be 
included in the Adopted Site Specific Allocations and Policies DPD and 
identified on the Proposals Map.  A new “Sports Hub” of co-located leisure 
and sports facilities will be developed in association with the new homes and 
the new relocated school/college.  
 

vi.   Small Green Belt sites /Villages in Green Belt (approximately 120 new  
dwellings) 

As of 1st of April 2009 there was potential capacity for 120 dwellings (including 
a number with planning consent) on PDL and green-field Green Belt land at 
several small sites. This Policy does not preclude continuation of one-off 
green-field or PDL Green Belt land release for small housing sites where 
proposals could demonstrate “very special circumstances” in accordance with 
paragraphs 87-89 of the National Planning Policy Framework, and meet the 
requirements of the relevant Thematic and Development Management policies 
in this Plan. 
 

4. INDICATIVE 5 YEAR HOUSING SUPPLY (15 YEAR TOTAL) FROM 2021 TO 
2026 INCLUSIVE 

 
The Council considers that the most appropriate Indicative Broad Locations for the 
long-term housing supply beyond 2021 is Previously Developed Land within the 
Thurrock Urban Area and outlying urban settlements.  
 
 
For the Period 2021-2026 Inclusive: Indicative Locations and Capacity 
(based  on identified capacity) 

 
Lakeside Basin           2600 dwellings (approx) 
Tilbury Town Centre (eco-quarter)  546 dwellings (approx) 
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Ref Policy/ 
Paragraph 

Proposed Modification Reason for Change Further SA 
and/or HRA 
required? 

Grays (broad location ) 1935 dwellings (approx) 
West Thurrock 279 dwellings (approx) 
Stanford –le-hope and Corringham  250 dwellings (approx) 

 
The total capacity of the above broad locations exceeds the target allocation of 
4750 dwellings, but the Council considers it prudent to build in a measure of 
potential redundancy into these Indicative Locations.  The dwelling figures include 
provision to take account for the rolling forward of the base date for adoption of the 
Core Strategy. 
 
The Council reserves its position on the final allocation of Broad Locations for the 
period 2021-2026 inclusive. These will be firmed up through the periodic review of 
the Plan.  
KEY DIAGRAMS/MAPS 
Broad Locations are shown on the Key Diagram and Proposals Map. 
Sites will be included in the Adopted Sites Specific Allocations and Policies DPD 
and identified on the Proposals Map. 

 

MM8 Para. 4.7  
The Council will encourage and develop a thriving economy in the Borough by 
ensuring that there is sufficient land and floorspace to accommodate projected 
employment growth to facilitate the continuing and emerging needs of business. The 
policy focus will contribute to four broad outcomes – supporting employment growth, 
creating the conditions required for sustainable growth in target growth sectors; 
supporting the vitality and viability of town centres and ensuring direct benefits to local 
communities. 

It is proposed that 
changes to Policy 
CSSP2  be deleted – see 
below.   
 
Consequently it is no 
longer appropriate to 
make change to 
supporting text.   

No 

MM9 CSSP2  
CSSP2 -SUSTAINABLE EMPLOYMENT GROWTH
The Council will promote and support economic development in the Key Strategic 

Economic Hubs that seeks to expand upon their existing core sectors and/or 
provide opportunities in the growth sectors.  

 

Inadequate up to date 
evidence base, and duty 
to cooperate not met.   

No 
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Ref Policy/ 
Paragraph 

P or posed Modification Reason for Change Further SA 
and/or HRA 
required? 

I. The Key Strategic Economic Hubs will deliver the East of England Plan’s 
indicative target of 26,000 new jobs for Thurrock over the period 2001-2026 
and beyond. 

 

II. The Key Strategic Economic Hubs and other sites will supply approximately 
456 Ha (gross) of employment land, including circa 245 Ha at the London 
Gateway development. There is sufficient previously developed land in the 
Key Strategic Economic Hubs to accommodate the proposed jobs numbers 
with the exception of the Green Belt release North of Tilbury to provide 
expansion land for port related development.  The final site boundaries will be 
included in the Adopted Site Specific Allocations and Policies DPD and 
identified on the Proposals Map. 

 

III. The Council will direct inward investment to the Key Strategic Economic 
Hubs.  

 
IV. The Council will promote Flagship Developments that will generate and 

provide a catalyst for securing high quality jobs in the Key Strategic Economic 
Hubs. The Key Strategic Economic Hubs, Core and Growth Sectors and 
Flagship Developments are set out below. 

 

Key 
Strategic 
Economic 
Hubs 

Core Sectors Growth 
Sectors  

Flagship 
Developments 

Indicative 
Job Growth 

Purfleet  

 

Storage and 
warehousing; 
freight 
transport 

Business 
services; 
recreation and 
leisure; 
creative 

- Royal Opera 
House 
Production 
Facility, High 
House. 

2,800  
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Ref Policy/ 
Paragraph 

Proposed Modification Reason for Change Further SA 
and/or HRA 
required? 

industries    

Grays Retail  Business 
services; 
recreation and 
leisure; public 
sector services   

 

- Thurrock 
Learning 
Campus; 

- Grays 
Community 

Business 
Centre; 

- Sustainable 
Business 
Centres and 
Incubators. 

1,650 

 

Lakeside 
Basin / 
West 
Thurrock  

 

Retail; 
logistics and 
transport; 
construction 

Business 
services; retail; 
recreation and 
leisure 

- Sustainable 
Business 
Centres and 
Incubators 

7,000 – 9,000 

(subject to 
review of 
Lakeside in 
Local 
Development 
Documents 
(LDDs)) 

Tilbury Port; logistics 
and transport; 
and 
construction 

Business 
services; 
environmental 
technologies; 
recycling; and 
energy 

- Tilbury Eco-
Quarter; 

- Expansion of 
Tilbury 
Riverside 
Business 
Centre.  

1,600 – 3,800 

London Port; logistics Environmental 
technologies; 

- Training, 
Innovation and 

11,000 – 
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Ref Policy/ 
Paragraph 

Proposed Modification Reason for Change Further SA 
and/or HRA 
required? 

Gateway  

 

and transport recycling; and 
energy 

Research 
Facility; 

- Business and 
Distribution 
Park. 

 

13,000 

Other Sites 
in Borough 

Logistics; 
freight 
transport; 
small 
business units 

Business 
services; small 
business units; 
cultural; 
leisure. 

Not applicable 1,700 

 

The above job figures give indicative figures based upon technical studies outlined 
in Policy CSTP6. The figures for Lakeside Basin/West Thurrock will be subject to 
review and identified in the Lakeside detailed chapter within the Site Specific 
Allocations and Policies DPD. 

 

The Lakeside detailed chapter within the Site Specific Allocations and Policies DPD 
will identify proposals to bring forward the diversification and redevelopment of the 
Lakeside Basin.  This will include the assessment of new sites and the 
intensification of existing sites to provide increased employment from industry and 
commercial, mixed-use and retail and leisure sites.  Sites will be included in the 
Adopted Sites Specific Allocations and Policies DPD and identified on the 
Proposals Map. 

 

Policy CSTP6 sets out the Thematic Policies that address local business expansion 
and relocation, the future use or redundant and under-used employment sites and 
economic development in the Regeneration Areas and Key Strategic Economic 
Hubs, and for main town centre uses details the sequential tests that will be applied 



Core Strategy and Policies For Management of Development Focused Review –   
Consistency with National Planning Policy Framework Submission Document: 
Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications 

 13 

Ref Policy/ 
Paragraph 

Proposed Modification Reason for Change Further SA 
and/or HRA 
required? 

to location.  

‘Town Centres’ for the purposes of this policy means the centres of: Grays; Aveley, 
Socketts Heath, South Ockendon; Corringham; Stanford le Hope and Tilbury on the 
Proposals Map and Lakeside and Purfleet when identified within the Site Specific 
Allocations and Policies DPD. 
 
KEY DIAGRAMS/MAPS 
Town Centres, Key Strategic Economic Hubs and Regeneration Areas are shown 
on the Key Diagram and Proposals Map. 

Sites will be included in the Adopted Sites Specific Allocations and Policies DPD 
and identified on the Proposals Map. 

 

MM10 Para. 4.23  
The Borough’s development requirements will continue to be directed to previously 
developed land to promote the regeneration of derelict and under-used land within the 
identified Regeneration Areas. Planning applications for development within the Green 
Belt will be assessed against the relevant Core Thematic and Development 
Management policies and National Planning Policy Framework Chapter 9 Protecting 
Green Belt Land. 

It is proposed that 
changes to Policy 
CSSP4 be deleted – see 
below.   
 
Consequently it is no 
longer appropriate to 
make change to 
supporting text.   

No 

MM11 Para. 4.25  
Chapter 9 of the National Planning Policy Framework sets out the Government’s 
policy on the purpose of Green Belt and appropriate development within it. As defined 
by paragraph 80, there are five purposes for the Green Belt, all of which are 
particularly relevant to Thurrock given the proximity of the Borough to London’s urban 
area and the spatial pattern of Thurrock’s settlements and their relationship to the 
countryside.  The five purposes of the Green Belt are: 
 
• to check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas; 
• to prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another; 
• to assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment; 

It is proposed that 
changes to Policy 
CSSP4 be deleted – see 
below.   
 
Consequently it is no 
longer appropriate to 
make change to 
supporting text.   

No 
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Ref Policy/ 
Paragraph 

Proposed Modification Reason for Change Further SA 
and/or HRA 
required? 

• to preserve the setting and special character of historic towns; and  
• to assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of derelict and 

other urban land. 
MM12 Para. 4.27  

The Adopted RSS policy for Thurrock confirms that a formal Statutory   Green Belt 
Review is not required for Thurrock at this stage. The Council will monitor the position 
and put forward its proposals for the Thurrock Green Belt to 2031 in the subsequent 
Review of this DPD. 
 

It is proposed that 
changes to Policy 
CSSP4 be deleted – see 
below.   
 
Consequently it is no 
longer appropriate to 
make change to 
supporting text.   

No 

MM13 Para. 4.28  
 
 

It is proposed that 
changes to Policy 
CSSP4 be deleted – see 
below.   
 
Consequently it is no 
longer appropriate to 
make change to 
supporting text.   

No 

MM14 Para. 4.29  
The Council has tested the following policy against the Exceptional Circumstances 
test as set out in the National Planning Policy Framework. 

It is proposed that 
changes to Policy 
CSSP4 be deleted – see 
below.   
 
Consequently it is no 
longer appropriate to 
make change to 
supporting text.   

No 

MM15 CSSP4  Inadequate up to date 
evidence base and duty 
to cooperate not met. 

No 
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Ref Policy/ 
Paragraph 

Proposed Modification Reason for Change Further SA 
and/or HRA 
required? 

CSSP4 - SUSTAINABLE GREEN BELT 
1. Balancing competing demands on the Thurrock Green Belt 
 

The Council’s policy is to maintain the purpose, function and open character of the 
Green Belt in Thurrock in accordance with the provisions of the National Planning 
Policy Framework for the plan period. 

 

The Council will:  

I. Maintain the permanence of the boundaries of the Green Belt, excepting the 
proposed Broadly Defined Locations iIdentified in this policy, Policy CSSP 1 
and as shown on the Proposals Map. 

 
II. Resist development where there would be any danger of coalescence.  

 

III. Maximise opportunities for increased public access, leisure and biodiversity. 
 

All without prejudice to and pending: 

IV. The formal Review of the Thurrock Core Strategy DPD that the Council will 
undertake in accordance with the requirements of the Localism Act and the 
National Planning Policy Framework. 

 

2. Locating sustainable development at Broad Locations adjoining the 
Thurrock Urban Area and Outlying Settlements. 

 
The Council will direct development to the following Broadly Defined Locations 
subject to the provisions of policies CSSP1, CSSP2, CSSP3, CSTP1 and the 
provisions set out below: 
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Ref Policy/ 
Paragraph 

Proposed Modification Reason for Change Further SA 
and/or HRA 
required? 

 
I. Opportunities for Leisure and Sport in the Green Belt  

 
i. The Council’s policy is that the constructive and positive use of the Green 

Belt for sports and leisure purposes is an essential component of the 
Thurrock Spatial Strategy that will underpin the sustainable development 
and regeneration of Thurrock to the long-term benefit of local people.  

ii. The Council will actively encourage the pursuit of leisure and sports 
activities appropriate to the Green Belt by improving connectivity between 
Thurrock’s Urban Areas and the Green Belt to promote this asset for the 
enjoyment and well being of Thurrock’s communities. 

iii. In particular, the Council will support the development of Sports Hubs in 
Green Belt land at North East Grays and at Belhus (shown on the Key 
Diagram and included in the Adopted Site Specific Allocations and Policies 
DPD and identified on the Proposals Map).  

 
II. Opportunities for Economic Development  

 
           Broad Location: Tilbury Marshes 

 
i. The Council will support the principle of release of Green Belt land (26 Ha.) 

to the North of Tilbury for port-related employment use and a Strategic 
Lorry Park to facilitate expansion of Tilbury Port. The Council will require 
management arrangements to be put in place for the remainder of the 
Tilbury Marshes site that has important biodiversity interest and required 
mitigation measures to be implemented to replace lost habitat and flood 
storage areas.  The final site boundaries will be included in the Adopted 
Sites Specific Allocations and Policies DPD and identified on the Proposals 
Map. 
 

III. Opportunities for improving for Educational provision 
 

i. Belhus School Site  
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Ref Policy/ 
Paragraph 

Proposed Modification Reason for Change Further SA 
and/or HRA 
required? 

 
The Council supports the potential relocation of the school for the Ormiston 
Trust Academy within the Belhus School Site. 

 
ii. Broad Location: North-East Grays – Relocation of the Secondary School 

and College within the Green Belt 
 

The Council will support the relocation of a school currently located within 
the Green Belt at the North Grays Broad Location as complementary 
development to the proposed new Sports Hub and the relocation of a 
college to Grays Learning Campus town centre site.  The final site 
boundaries will be included in the Adopted Site Specific Allocations and 
Policies DPD and identified on the Proposals Map. The vacated sites will be 
available for housing development (See 3.I.i below)  

 
iii. Broad Location: NE Stanford-le-hope/Corringham  
 

The Council will release land within the Green Belt if required to the NE of 
Stanford-le-hope / Corringham to provide for a new replacement secondary 
school (see Key Diagram). 
 
The vacated school site (currently “white land” in the Local Plan) would then 
be available for housing development. 

 
3. Housing Land Supply to 2021 
 

I. The following Broad Locations  have been identified as Green Belt releases 
to contribute to the housing supply to 2021: 

 
(i) North East Grays – 461 (Identified potential capacity from school and 

college site, see 2 III.iii above)  The final site 
boundaries will be included in the Adopted Site 
Specific Allocations and Policies DPD and 
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identified on the Proposals Map. 
(ii) Stanford-le-hope – 328 (provided no dwellings, including its curtilage, is 

located on areas modelled to be Flood Zone 3b, 
including an appropriate allowance for climate 
change).  The final site boundaries will be 
included in the Adopted Site Specific Allocations 
and Policies DPD and identified on the 
Proposals Map. 

 
The Council considers that this relatively small-scale housing allocation on sites 
within the Green Belt is required to ensure a robust and deliverable policy whilst 
entirely reasonable and proportional to the Thurrock context. 
 
 
 
4. Enhancing the Green Belt  
 

I. Sustainable Boundaries 
The Council will seek to reinforce the Green Belt boundary through 
structural enhancement of the local landscape features. The Council will 
secure structural landscape enhancements in accordance with Landscape 
Character Assessments and they will be delivered by developers as part of 
an overall contribution package linked to development schemes. 

II. Public access, open space, landscape and biodiversity 
The implementation of the Greengrid Strategy will form a critical component 
of the overall Green Belt strategy to retain open character, enhance public 
access, enhance landscapes, and secure biodiversity within Green Belt. 

III. Sustainable Design and Construction 
Developers proposing schemes within the Green Belt will have to fully 
comply with the relevant Thematic and Development Management policies 
in this plan. 

5. Green Belt Alterations to Proposals Map  
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I. Land excluded from the Green Belt because planning permission has been 

granted for housing at Batafield, East Tilbury and land south of Aveley By-
pass and employment land at Ponds Farm, Purfleet. 

 
II. The Council proposes to include 55.3 hectares of previously safeguarded 

land adjacent to the former Shell Haven refinery site that was identified as oil 
refinery expansion land. With the cessation of the refinery use at Shell 
Haven and recent decision of the Secretary of State to exclude the land for 
development purposes from the London Gateway scheme, the land will 
assist in the purposes of the Green Belt in maintaining a strategic gap 
between the residential settlements of Stanford le hope and Corringham and 
the port at London Gateway.  

 
III. The Council proposes 1.6 hectares of land is excluded from the Green Belt 

that has planning permission for housing development and is part of the 
major development site at Orsett and is incorrectly shown in the Local Plan 
as Green Belt. 

 
KEY DIAGRAMS/MAPS 
 
Broad Locations are shown on the Key Diagram and Proposals Map. 
Sites will be included in the Adopted Sites Specific Allocations and Policies DPD 
and identified on the Proposals Map. 

 

MM16 Para. 5.3 Chapter 6 of the National Planning Policy Framework places a requirement upon local 
authorities to plan, monitor and manage the supply of housing land in their areas. A 
key aspect of this requirement is to set in place, through planning policy, the 
mechanism for identifying specific developable sites or broad locations that will enable 
continuing delivery of housing for at least 15 years from the date of adoption. Thurrock 
is required by the East of England Plan (2008) to make provision for at least 18,500 
new dwellings between 2001 and 2021.  

 

It is proposed that 
changes to Policy 
CSTP1 be deleted – see 
below.   
 
Consequently it is no 
longer appropriate to 
make change to 
supporting text.   

No 
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MM17 Para. 5.12 The Council is required to identify and update annually a rolling 5-year supply of 
specific deliverable housing sites and a buffer of at least 5% of the total 5-year supply 
to ensure a robust and flexible supply position.  Should there be any extended periods 
when completions fall significantly below the annual requirement, the Council will 
provide a 20% buffer to provide a realistic prospect of achieving the planned supply 
and to ensure there is choice and competition in the market for land in Thurrock.  The 
latest position will be set out in the most recent Annual Monitoring Report and the 
Housing Trajectory [See Appendix 3] that is refreshed and published on an annual 
basis. This monitoring process will track the progress of housing completions against 
the provisions of this policy and will make an annual reassessment in respect to the 
supply of deliverable and developable housing land.  

 

It is proposed that 
changes to Policy 
CSTP1 be deleted – see 
below.   
 
Consequently it is no 
longer appropriate to 
make change to 
supporting text.   

No 

MM18 CSTP1  
CSTP1 - STRATEGIC HOUSING PROVISION 
Thurrock is required to deliver a minimum of 18,500 dwellings between 2001 and 
2021.The Council will promote a mix of dwelling types, size and tenure, to meet the 
needs of Thurrock’s current and future population.  The Council will monitor and 
review housing land supply on a regular basis to ensure sufficient land is available 
to enable the following:- 
 
1. HOUSING GROWTH 2009 TO 2026  

i. For the period 1 April 2009 to 31 March 2021, an additional 13,550 
dwellings are required to meet this policy aim.  

 

ii. For the 5 year period 1 April 2021 to 31 March 2026, the Council has 
made an indicative provision for 4750 dwellings.  

 

iii. The SHLAA and future reviews will identify specific deliverable sites 
sufficient for 5yrs dwelling supply and an additional buffer supply of  5% of 
the 5 year supply.  Should there be any extended periods when dwelling 
completions significantly underperform against the 5-year supply, the 
Council will increase the buffer to 20%  

Inadequate up to date 
evidence base and duty 
to cooperate not met. 

No 



Core Strategy and Policies For Management of Development Focused Review –   
Consistency with National Planning Policy Framework Submission Document: 
Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications 

 21 

Ref Policy/ 
Paragraph 

Proposed Modification Reason for Change Further SA 
and/or HRA 
required? 

 
iv. The  SHLAA and future reviews will identify specific developable sites or 

broad locations within the 10yrs and 15yrs period that will underpin the 
AMR and Housing Trajectory. 

  

v. Housing Sites will be allocated as part of the Site Specific Allocations and 
Policies Development Plan Document, and any relevant review of the 
Core Strategy or other local plan. 

 

vi. The Council uses a Managed Delivery Approach to the calculation and 
maintenance of a continuing deliverable 5-year housing land supply. This 
approach is based on a ‘plan, monitor, manage’ regime using the key 
tools of the Annual Monitoring Report and the SHLAA to monitor and 
review the Housing Trajectory. Through this process the Council will track 
the progress in housing delivery and the continuing maintenance of a 
deliverable 5-year (and buffer) housing land supply in accordance with the 
provisions of Chapter 6 of the National Planning Policy Framework or its 
statutory successor. 

 
vii. The Council and partners will actively seek to increase the supply of 

deliverable housing sites where it appears that the five-year housing 
supply will not meet the required dwelling provision. 

 

2. HOUSING DENSITY APPROACH 
i. Proposals for residential development will be design-led and will seek to 

optimise the use of land in its treatment of buildings and spaces in a 
manner that is compatible with the local context. The Council will strongly 
resist excessive density that would lead to a poor quality of life for existing 
and future occupants of the local area and would undermine the Council’s 
commitment of delivering sustainable neighbourhoods. 
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ii. New residential development will be led by the design standards set out in 
the Layout and Standards SPD, where applicable by the Green Grid SPD, 
and the Core Strategy Policies.  

 

iii. Within the Borough’s Town Centres, Regenerations Areas, key flagship 
schemes and other areas with high public transport accessibility, the 
Council will, subject to other development plan policies, seek to secure a 
minimum density of at least 60 dwellings per hectare. Outside of these 
areas, a density range of between 30 and 70 dwellings per hectare will 
generally be sought.  

 

3. DWELLING MIX 
i. The Council will require new residential developments to provide a range 

of dwelling types and sizes to reflect the Borough’s housing need, in 
accordance with the findings of the Strategic Housing Market 
Assessment, any relevant development briefs, the local context, amenity 
and car parking standards. 

 
4. LIFETIME HOMES AND ACCESSIBLE HOUSING 

i. The Council will require all future development to meet the highest 
standards of accessibility and inclusion. All new dwellings will be required 
to meet the Lifetime Homes standard.  

 
ii. The Council will seek 3% of new dwellings on developments of 30 

dwellings or more will be built to full wheelchair standards. 
 

iii. The requirements for Lifetime Homes and Accessible Housing may be 
adjusted where the developer is able to prove that these requirements will 
be economically unviable, rendering the site undeliverable. 
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Key Diagram and Maps 
 
Broad locations are shown on the Key Diagram. 
Sites will be identified in the Adopted Sites Specific Allocations and Policies DPD 
and identified on the Proposals Map. 

 

MM19 Para. 5.21 The NPPF sets out the definition of Affordable Housing and indicates that where local 
planning authorities have identified a need for such housing they should set policies 
for meeting this need on site, unless off-site provision or a financial contribution of 
broadly equivalent value can be robustly justified and contributes to the objective of 
creating mixed and balanced communities.  Such policies should be sufficiently 
flexible to take account of changing market conditions over time. 

It is proposed that 
changes to Policy 
CSTP2 be deleted – see 
below.   
 
Consequently it is no 
longer appropriate to 
make change to 
supporting text.   

No 

MM20 Para. 5.22 The Thurrock Housing Strategy (2004), Thurrock Housing Need Survey (2004) and 
Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) (2008) have established what the 
people of Thurrock need in terms of the type, affordability and tenure of dwellings, and 
a review of the SHMA is being undertaken.  This and any further reviews will inform 
the future application of this policy. 

It is proposed that 
changes to Policy 
CSTP2 be deleted – see 
below.   
 
Consequently it is no 
longer appropriate to 
make change to 
supporting text.   

No 

MM21 Para. 5.23  
The SHMA (2008) provided an independent assessment of housing need across the 
South Essex sub-region. The SHMA indicated that across the South Essex sub-
region, 54% of anticipated housing delivery levels should be affordable to meet the 
housing need. The SHMA recognised that this level is not deliverable and suggested 
that subject to specific viability testing by each local authority, a 35% affordable 
housing target across the sub-region would be an appropriate threshold. The SHMA, 
undertaken before the introduction of the affordable rent model, recommended that 
subject to specific need identified by each local authority, a policy of an 80:20 split of 

It is proposed that 
changes to Policy 
CSTP2 be deleted – see 
below.   
 
Consequently it is no 
longer appropriate to 
make change to 
supporting text.   

No 
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Affordable Housing between social rented and intermediate provision should be 
developed. However, to further sustainable communities within Thurrock a minimum 
70:30 split of affordable housing between social/affordable rented and intermediate 
provision, should be the starting point for negotiation unless the latest available SHMA 
indicates otherwise. 

MM22 CSTP2  
CSTP2 – THE PROVISION OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
 
1. In order to address the current and future need for Affordable Housing in 

Thurrock, the Council will seek the minimum provision of 35% of the total 
number of residential units built to be provided as Affordable Housing.  The 
Council’s policy is that provision should be maintained in perpetuity as 
Affordable Housing as far as legally possible.  
 

2. The Council will seek Affordable Housing to meet local needs on qualifying 
sites subject to: 

i. its suitability for on-site provision; 
ii. the economics of providing affordable housing; 
iii. the extent to which the provision of affordable housing would prejudice 

other planning objectives to be met from the development of the site; 
and 

iv. the mix of units necessary to meet local needs and achieve a successful 
sustainable socially inclusive development. 

 
3. The Council recognises that the majority of Thurrock’s identified housing land 

supply is on Previously Developed Land often subject to a variety of physical 
constraints. The capacity of a site to deliver a level of Affordable Housing that 
can be supported financially will be determined by individual site ‘open book’ 
economic viability analysis where deemed appropriate. This analysis will take 
into consideration existing use values, as well as other site-specific factors. 
 

4. In some areas of Thurrock, the local need for Affordable Housing may be less 
than 35%. In this case the Council will require a financial contribution to off-site 

Inadequate up to date 
evidence base and duty 
to cooperate not met. 

No 
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Affordable Housing provision at the equivalent rate to meet priority needs 
elsewhere within Thurrock.       

 
5. In order to meet the overall target, the Council will seek to achieve, where 

viable, 35% Affordable Housing on all new housing developments capable of 
accommodating 10 or more dwellings or sites of 0.5 ha or more irrespective of 
the number of dwellings. Sites below threshold will make an equivalent financial 
contribution towards off-site provision. 

 
6. The Affordable Housing provision should seek to achieve a target of 70% social 

rented and/or affordable rented accommodation with the balance being 
provided as intermediate housing. In determining the amount and mix of 
Affordable Housing to be delivered, specific site conditions and other material 
considerations including viability, redevelopment of previously developed land 
or mitigation of contamination will be taken into account. 

 
7. Where appropriate for specific sites, criteria setting out variations in the form 

the contribution should take (including tenure mix) will be provided in the Site 
Specific Allocations and Policies DPD.  

 
8. The following Affordable Housing dwelling size mix will generally be  sought 

where affordable housing is provided: 
 
Dwelling size: No. 
bedrooms 1-Bed 2-Bed 3-Bed 4-Bed 

Affordable Housing 
Provision 40% 35% 15% 10% 

 
Where this affordable mix is not considered appropriate or viable developers 
will be required to justify to the satisfaction of the Council a more appropriate 
affordable dwelling mix.   

 
9. The above requirements relating to the proportions of social rented, affordable 
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rented and intermediate housing, and dwelling size may be varied by the 
Council where justified by the evidence of the latest available SHMA (or its 
equivalent successor) and/or other housing technical evidence. 

 
10. The Council will require developments to integrate Affordable Housing and 

market housing, with a consistent standard of quality design and public spaces, 
to create mixed and sustainable communities. 

 

Key Diagram and Maps 
Not Applicable 

 

MM23 Para. 5.25 Gypsies and Travellers comprise a number of diverse groups that have different 
origins, traditions and ways of travelling. In Thurrock there are currently 3 Council 
owned Gypsy and Traveller sites and several authorised private Gypsy sites. The 
number of unauthorised caravans (including tolerated) on various sites in 2008 was 
equivalent to 18 pitches. The policy seeks to maintain Gypsies’ and Travellers’ way of 
life and seeks to improve their quality of life and access to services. while respecting 
the interests of the settled community. 

It is proposed that 
changes to Policy 
CSTP3 be deleted – see 
below.   
 
Consequently it is no 
longer appropriate to 
make change to 
supporting text.   

No 

MM24 Para. 5.27 The Council considers the provision of sites for Gypsies and Travellers within 
Thurrock to be sufficient for its needs for the foreseeable future and continues to seek 
a more fair and equitable distribution of Gypsy pitch provision in the East of England 
working collaboratively with neighbouring local planning authorities . 

It is proposed that 
changes to Policy 
CSTP3 be deleted – see 
below.   
 
Consequently it is no 
longer appropriate to 
make change to 
supporting text.   

No 

MM25 Para. 5.27a The Government published Planning Policy for Traveller Sites in March 2012. This 
document sets out the Government’s planning policy for traveller sites and should be 
read in conjunction with the National Planning Policy Framework. The Government’s 
overarching aim is to ensure fair and equal treatment for Travellers, in a way that 

It is proposed that 
changes to Policy 
CSTP3 be deleted – see 
below.   

No 
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facilitates the traditional and nomadic way of life of travellers while respecting the 
interests of the settled community. Thurrock’s policy seeks to fulfil this overarching aim 
and policy objectives set within the Thurrock context and the duty to co-operate with 
adjoining local planning authorities. 

 
Consequently it is no 
longer appropriate to 
make change to 
supporting text.   

MM26 CSTP3  
CSTP3 - GYPSIES AND TRAVELLERS  

1. The Council will support proposals that seek to ensure that the standard of the 
existing approved Gypsy and Traveller sites in the Borough is progressively 
improved and upgraded whilst also making appropriate provision for future needs 
as set out below; 

 
I. Identify and update annually a supply of specific deliverable sites sufficient to 

provide five years’ worth of sites. The initial 5-year supply will be identified 
through the Site Specific Allocations and Policies DPD or Gypsy and 
Traveller Local Plan. 

 

2. The Council will seek to make provision for a total of 87 additional pitches (see i 
to iii below) in accordance with RSS Policy H3, for the period 2006-2021, subject 
to credible evidence of actual need for any further pitch provision demonstrated 
over the period to 2021 through the GTAA review. 

i.   The Council will review the existing unauthorised “tolerated” Gypsy and 
Traveller sites through the Site Specific Allocations DPD and where 
appropriate regularise their status at existing pitch levels or with 
appropriate extensions to the site, if satisfied that they meet the provisions 
of this policy and if required at the time. 

 
ii.   The Council will provide an additional five pitches at the Pilgrims Lane site.  
 
iii.   Subsequently the Council will make additional pitch allocations through 

extensions of the other existing sites, authorised and regulated, and 

Duty to cooperate not 
met. 

No 
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through allocation of new sites if proven to be necessary and appropriate.  
 

3. The Council will refresh its own GTAA to assess the evidence of actual need over 
the Plan period from 2021 to 2026/7 and shall identify further pitch provision to 
meet any such need through the Site Specific Allocations and Policies DPD or 
Gypsy and Traveller Local Plan.   

 
4. The Council will continue to engage with local gypsies and travellers through the 

work of the dedicated Gypsy liaison and planning officers. 
 
5. In relation to the identified need beyond 2021, the Council will continue to work 

with our partners in the region to develop a fair and equitable distribution of 
provision. 

 
6. Proposals for new or extensions to existing Gypsy and Traveller Sites will be 

considered by reference to the following criteria: 
 

(i) The Council is satisfied that there is a clearly established need for the site 
and the number of pitches involved cannot be met by an existing site;  

(ii) The site is accessible by foot, cycle and/or public transport to local 
services and facilities, such as shops, primary and secondary schools, 
healthcare and other community facilities;  

(iii) The site proposal will not unacceptably impact upon the safety and 
amenity of the occupants and neighbouring uses; 

(iv) The site proposal will not unacceptably harm the character and 
appearance of the area and will not result in an unacceptable visual 
impact;  

(v) The proposed accommodation on the site or site extension will not 
normally comprise more than 5 individual pitches. This threshold may be 
exceeded where the site location and topography allows always subject 
to the availability of credible evidence of actual need; 

(vi) The site will have safe and convenient access to the road network and 
would not cause a significant hazard to other road users; 
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(vii) The site will make provision for parking, turning, service and emergency 
vehicles;  

(viii) The site will be supplied with essential services such as water, power, 
sewerage and drainage, and waste disposal; 

(ix) Proposals incorporate a landscape strategy where appropriate including 
provision of play areas for children; 

(x) The vulnerability of the proposed site to flood risk;  
(xi) The site makes effective use of previously developed (brown-field), long 

term untidy or derelict land; 
(xii) The site is not in open countryside that is away from existing settlements; 

   (xiii)     The site is not outside areas allocated in the development plan. 

 
7. The Council will resist proposals for Gypsy and Traveller sites in the Green Belt 

unless very special circumstances can be demonstrated: and the site meets all 
the criteria set out at paragraph 6 (i) to (xii) above.  

 

 

Key Diagram and Maps 
Sites will be identified at Site Specific Allocations and Policies DPD stage or Gypsy 
and Traveller Local Plan and shown on the Proposals Map. 

 
 

MM27 Para. 5.30 Thurrock is home to a large Travelling Showpeople population, which is concentrated 
on just a small number of large sites that incorporate both authorised and 
unauthorised elements. In Thurrock there are currently 64 authorised Travelling 
Showpeople plots and 62 plots with temporary permission. This policy aims to set out 
robust locational principles for new sites and the means by which the Council will 
develop jointly with adjoining Local Authorities the future strategic pitch provision for 
Travelling Showpeople. The policy seeks to ensure that the Travelling Showpeople 

It is proposed that 
changes to Policy 
CSTP4 be deleted – see 
below.   
 
Consequently it is no 
longer appropriate to 

No 
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population enjoys a good quality of life, appropriate living conditions and opportunities 
to operate their businesses effectively while respecting the interests of the settled 
community. 

make change to 
supporting text.   

MM28 Para. 5.31 rcular 04/2007 as “Members of  

 
The current government planning policy for Travelling Showpeople is set out in 
Planning policy for traveller sites (March 2012).  In the Annex 1: Glossary, paragraph 
2. “travelling showpeople” are defined as:  
 
“Members of a group organised for the purposes of holding fairs, circuses or shows 
(whether or not travelling together as such). This includes such persons who on the 
grounds of their own or their family’s or dependants’ more localised pattern of trading, 
educational or health needs or old age have ceased to travel temporarily or 
permanently, but excludes Gypsies and Travellers as defined above” (in paragraph 1). 
 
The Government’s overarching aim is to ensure fair and equal treatment for travellers, 
in a way that facilitates the traditional and nomadic way of life of travellers while 
respecting the interests of the settled community. Thurrock’s policy seeks to fulfil this 
overarching aim and policy objectives set within the Thurrock context and the duty to 
co-operate with adjoining local planning authorities. 

 

It is proposed that 
changes to Policy 
CSTP4 be deleted – see 
below.   
 
Consequently it is no 
longer appropriate to 
make change to 
supporting text.   

No 

MM29 CSTP4 CSTP4-  TRAVELLING SHOWPEOPLE 
1. The existing approved and established sites listed below will be safeguarded as 

permanent accommodation in the Borough for Travelling Showpeople: 

 
• Buckles Lane, South Ockendon 
• Rear of Mill Lane / London Road, West Thurrock 
• Rear of St Chad’s Road, Tilbury  

 

2. The Council will make appropriate provision for future needs of Travelling 

Duty to cooperate not 
met. 

No 
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Showpeople as set out below: 
 

I. Identify and update annually, a supply of specific deliverable sites sufficient 
to provide a five years supply of plots. The initial 5-year supply will be 
identified through the Site Specific Allocations and Policies DPD or Gypsy 
and Traveller Local Plan. 
 

II. The Council will meet any jointly agreed and identified future need for 
Travelling Showpeople in the Borough through the allocation of land at the 
existing temporary site to the west of land south of Buckles Lane and 
upgraded to meet Showman Guild Standards. The extent of this site will be 
identified in the Site Specific Allocations and Policies DPD  or Gypsy  and 
Traveller Local Plan and shown on the Proposals Map.  

 

3. Should the East of England Plan be revoked or the Joint Review process 
abandoned, the Council will initiate a Review of further need through the GTAA 
Review process with a view to making further allocations if necessary. 

 

4. Subject to the completion of the Review process no further plots will be 
permitted for this use unless the proposed site/s meet the relevant following 
requirements: 

 

(i) The Council is satisfied that there is a clearly established need for the 
site within Thurrock. 

(ii) The number of plots involved cannot be met by an existing or allocated 
site within Thurrock;  

(iii) The plot meets the Showman Guild Standards; 
(iv) The plot is suitable for mixed residential and business/storage uses; 
(v) The plot is accessible by foot, cycle and/or public transport to local 

services and facilities, such as shops, primary and secondary schools, 
healthcare and other community facilities;  
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(vi) Development of the plot will not unacceptably impact upon the safety and 
amenity of the occupants and neighbouring uses; 

(vii) Development of the plot will not unacceptably harm the character and 
appearance of the area and will not result in an unacceptable visual 
impact;  

(viii) The plot will have safe and convenient access to the road network and 
would not cause a significant hazard to other road users; 

(ix) The plot will make provision for parking, turning, service and emergency 
vehicles;  

(x) Proposals incorporate a landscape strategy where appropriate including 
provision of play areas for children;  

(xi) The  vulnerability of the proposed site to flood risk and potential danger 
to occupants has been assessed in accordance with the requirements of 
Policy PMD15; 

(xii) The plot is not situated on, or adjacent to, sites of international, national, 
regional or local biodiversity and/or geological diversity importance; 

(xiii) The site makes effective use of previously developed (brown-field), long 
term untidy or derelict land; 

(xiv) The site is not in open countryside that is away from existing 
settlements; 

(xv) The site is not outside areas allocated in the development plan. 
 

 

Travelling Showpeople’s sites in the Green Belt. 
 

5. The Council will resist proposals for Showpeople’s sites in the Green Belt unless 
very special circumstances can be demonstrated: and the site meets all the 
criteria set out at paragraph 4 (i) to (xiv) above. 
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Key Diagram and Maps 
Sites will be identified at Site Specific Allocations and Policies DPD stage/Gypsy 
and Traveller Local Plan and shown on the Proposals Map. 

 
 

 


	CSSP1 – SUSTAINABLE HOUSING AND LOCATIONS
	i. Thurrock Urban Area (Identified Dwelling Capacity as at 1st April 2009)
	ii. Outlying Settlements north of the A13 (approximately 2100 new dwellings)
	iii. Outlying Settlements south of the A13 (approximately 580 New dwellings)
	iv. Stanford-le-hope/Corringham Urban Extension (330 new dwellings - indicative capacity)


	As of 1st of April 2009 there was potential capacity for 120 dwellings (including a number with planning consent) on PDL and green-field Green Belt land at several small sites. This Policy does not preclude continuation of one-off green-field or PDL Green Belt land release for small housing sites where proposals could demonstrate “very special circumstances” in accordance with paragraphs 87-89 of the National Planning Policy Framework, and meet the requirements of the relevant Thematic and Development Management policies in this Plan.
	CSSP4 - SUSTAINABLE GREEN BELT
	2. HOUSING DENSITY APPROACH
	i. The Council will require new residential developments to provide a range of dwelling types and sizes to reflect the Borough’s housing need, in accordance with the findings of the Strategic Housing Market Assessment, any relevant development briefs, the local context, amenity and car parking standards.
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