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GRAYS NORTHERN EXTENSION 
 

THURROCK CORE STRATEGY (FOCUSED REVIEW) EXAMINATION 
 

Representation on Behalf of Miller Strategic Land in Response to Proposed 
Main Modification Reference MM31 

 
 
1. Throughout the preparation, consultation and examination of the Focused 

Review document, MRPP has consistently objected to the explanatory text 
intended to give effect to tested and untested policies.  This text now appears 
as Main Modification MM31. 
 
EXPLANATION  
 

2. Whilst the explanatory text helpfully identifies the policies which were 
reviewed and amended, it fails to acknowledge that the Council originally put 
forward considerably more policies for review, which were subsequently 
withdrawn from the process.  It is implicit that these policies were considered 
to be inconsistent with the Framework and by implication, their withdrawal 
from the review process means that the Focused Review process is only 
partial and that irrespective of the subsequent adoption of the Focused 
Review document, the Council’s Core Strategy will remain, as a whole, 
inconsistent with the Framework. 
 

3. MRPP fully acknowledges that the Focused Review process can only assess 
policies put forward for independent examination and that it would be 
inappropriate to give consideration to the consistency with the Framework, of 
those remaining, untested Core Strategy policies.  However, in order for the 
Focused Review to be positively prepared and effective, it should nonetheless 
acknowledge the events leading to its adoption and identify to users that the 
Council itself agrees that many more, fundamental, strategic policies are in 
need of review. That acknowledgement is consistent with the reference in the 
third paragraph of MM31 to the Council’s intention to prepare a new Local 
Plan, and in doing so, to review all untested policies. 
 

4. Unless and until appropriate amendments are made to MM31, we consider 
that the Focused Review document has not been positively prepared or 
effective in terms of ensuring users fully understand its status and that of the 
remaining, adopted Core Strategy. 
 

REMEDY 
 

5. Consistent with our Hearing Statement, we propose that in order to remedy 
the issue, MM31 should be replaced with the following text: 
 

“The purpose of the Focused Review is to identify policies which can 
be readily amended to achieve consistency with the Framework. There 
is an acknowledgement however, that many Core Strategy policies 
remain inconsistent with the Framework and require the preparation of 
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specific evidence and justification to be examined as part of a 
consolidated Local Plan that extends the plan period to 2031 and 
identifies new housing and employment targets and allocations. When 
adopted, the amended policies contained in the Focused Review will 
only replace the previous versions of these policies. All other Core 
Strategy policies will remain unchanged until a new Local Plan is 
adopted. In the meantime, it falls to the development management 
process to determine the degree of consistency between those policies 
and the Framework.” 

 
6. Similar wording has been accepted by Inspectors elsewhere and adopted into 

other Focused Review documents. 
 
MRPP 
3rd September 2014 
 
 


