
 
AGENDA 

 

Thurrock Local Plan: Residents Forum 

 

1pm Saturday 10 September 2016 

Beehive Centre, West Street, Grays, RM17 6XP 

 
Timing Activity 

  

1pm Registration and coffee plus: 

 Cloth wall group activity:  What are your hopes for the Forum? 

 Individual activity: Do you feel your voice will make a difference – if 
not why not? 

  

1.10 pm Welcome and Introduction to the Workshop – Kirsty Paul 

  

1.15 pm Getting to know each other – on your tables introduce yourself to the 
other participants. 

  

1.30 pm Planning and the Local Plan: 

 Review of “hopes” from cloth wall 
 

 1st session: How much do people feel they know about Planning? 
(Rainbow activity) 
Review of responses and explanation about purpose of Forum. 
 

 2nd session:  The Local Plan – presentation / talk by Kirsty Paul 

  

1.50 pm Comfort break / break for tea and coffee 

  

2 pm  3rd session:  What the Local Plan CAN and CAN’T deal with. 
Groups to sort “burning issues” cards into either CAN or CAN’T. 
Kirsty to provide answers and explanations. 
 

 4th session:  Thurrock SWOT (strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, threats) analysis – group work.  Feedback from each 
group. 

  

2.45 pm Feedback from participants: 

 What do participants want to cover in the next Workshop? 

 Date of next Workshop? 

  

3pm Close of Workshop – participants asked to complete a “quick 
evaluation” about Workshop on the “way out”. 

 



Kirsty Paul 

Principal Planning Officer 



OUTLINE 

 

• What are Local Plans and why are they important? 

• Why do we need a new plan?  

• What are the key stages in the plan’s preparation? 

• What was the last consultation all about? 

• What are the next steps? 



WHAT ARE LOCAL PLANS 

• Local Plans set out the long term development 

strategy of an area.  

• Local Plans identify:  

• where, and how many, new homes should 

be built  

• the locations where businesses need more 

land to expand  

• which areas need to be regenerated  

• where new shops should be located 

• which areas should be protected from 

development. 
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How does this 

impact me?  

It’s all seems 

very high 

level.. 

Why can’t I 

wait till a 

planning 

application is 

made and then 

have my say? 

The fact is 

planning 

affects 

everyone 

You would be 

right some of 

it is but there 

are detailed 

elements too 

Most 

decisions are 

made in 

accordance 

with the Plan. 



EXISTING DEVELOPMENT PLAN  

National 
Planning Policy 

Framework 

Core Strategy 
(as amended) 

Draft Design 
Strategy SPD 

Planning 
Obligations 

SPD 

Site Specific 
Allocations 

Minerals and 
Waste 

Saved Policies  
Borough Local 

Plan (1997) 

Saved Local 
Plan Annexes 

Planning 
Practice 

Guidance 

Planning Policy 
for Traveller 

Sites 

National Waste 
Planning Policy 

Core Strategy adopted in 2011 and updated in part in 2015. 



WHY ARE WE PREPARING A NEW PLAN? 

• To provide the Council with a more up-to-date 

statutory planning framework  and replace 

policies which were heavily influenced by the 

East of England Plan  

• To review and update our understanding of future 

development needs for housing, employment, 

retail and infrastructure 

• To identify a deliverable five year housing land 

supply and bring forward more sites for 

development to support economic growth 

• To plan for the possible impact of a decision by 

Government on the route and location of the 

proposed Lower Thames Crossing (LTC) 

 



EMERGING DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

National 
Planning Policy 

Framework 

Local Plan 

Design 
Strategy SPD 

Planning 
Obligations 

SPD 

Additional 
SPDs (if 

required) 

Neighbourhood 
Plans (if 

applicable) 

Planning 
Practice 

Guidance 

Planning Policy 
for Traveller 

Sites 

National Waste 
Planning Policy 



PROCESS FOR PREPARING A LOCAL PLAN 

Scoping Content 

Issues and Options (Stage 1) – February 2016 

Issues and Options (Stage 2) – October/November 2016 

Draft Local Plan – October/November 2017 

Publication Draft of the Local Plan – October/November 2018 

Submission – March 2019 

Adoption – October 2020 

This timetable is from the latest Local Development Scheme which 

was approved in December 2015 by Cabinet. 



SCOPING – STRATEGIC CONTEXT AND 

GROWTH HUBS 



ISSUES AND OPTIONS (STAGE 1) 

The Issues and Options (Stage 1) consultation document 

sought to: 
 

• Identify the main planning issues which will need to 

be considered by the Council in writing the Local 

Plan. 

• Test the accuracy of some of the statements/ 

assumptions previously used in plan making. 

• Enable residents, businesses and key stakeholders 

to shape the content of plan by answering a series 

of key questions. 
 

The Issues and Options (Stage 1) consultation document 

did not identify any specific sites or suggest any specific 

growth targets. 



ISSUES AND OPTIONS (STAGE 1) 

Format of the document: 

• Introduction 

• Thinking forward – promoting a clear 

vision 

• Key policy areas (Location, Homes, 

Jobs, Retail, Communities, 

Transport, Environment, Climate 

Change, Minerals and Waste) 

• Placemaking 

 



ISSUES AND OPTIONS (STAGE 1) 



www.thurrock.gov.uk/localplan 



ISSUES AND OPTIONS (STAGE 1) 

Received Comments 

• 548 formal comments – mostly from statutory 

bodies, site promoters and other organisations 

• 49 responses to the Local Plan Big Questions 

Survey 

• 36 – Small family housing 

• 32 – Favour brownfield sites for new homes 

• 34 – Creative industries 

• 492 burning issue post it notes 

• HGV movements 

• Poor quality green belt should be released  

• The need to protect open spaces 

• New developments should improve 

connections  with the River 

 

 

 

 



Local Green Space and Local 

List Nominations 

The council is inviting members 

of the community to nominate 

local green spaces, buildings  

(and features) that are important 

to their community. 

 

Nomination forms will be online 

and in Libraries from Friday 15 

July to Friday 9 September. 

 

Local Plan Roadshows 

• Piggyback on existing events 

• Raise awareness about planning 

matters 

• Asking people what they like (Tops) and 

don’t like (Pants) about where they live. 

 

 

CURRENT CONSULTATIONS 



• Finishing inputting comments and new sites. 

• Review comments and determine action points. 

• Additional background evidence to prepare, including the 

assessment of over 570 sites for housing, employment and retail 

uses. 

• Additional consultation events about specific topics and/or sites. 

• Prepare Issue and Options (Stage 2) – Strategic policies and site 

allocations 

NEXT STEPS AND UPCOMING CONSULTATIONS 



DEVELOPING THE EVIDENCE BASE  

South Essex 
Economic 

Development Needs 
Assessment 

Local Plan and CIL 
Viability Study 

South Essex SHMA 

South Essex 
Strategic Retail 
Study (Update) 

Housing Land 
Availability 

Assessment 

Employment Land 
Availability 

Assessment 

Accessibility 
Mapping 

Greenbelt 
Assessment 

Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan 



ISSUES AND OPTIONS (STAGE 2) 

The Issues and Options (Stage 2) consultation 

document will seek to present a range of 

realistic options for: 

- How the borough should develop over the 

next twenty years. 

 

- Strategic Policies – Housing, 

Employment, Retail and Infrastructure 

- Safeguarded Sites – Conservation Areas, 

Local List, Local Green Spaces 

- Directions for growth – Site allocations, 

regeneration areas, urban extensions 

 

Member 

Engagement 


