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Thurrock Council, in association with 
Design Council Cabe has established the 
Thurrock Design Review Panel (TDRP). 
The TDRP will provide an independent 
and impartial evaluation process through 
experts on the built environment who 
will assess the design of new buildings, 
landscapes and public spaces. Following 
such an assessment, the panel will 
prepare an independent advice report 
and recommendations for the developer 
and their professional team.
This document sets out the objectives 
and operating principles for the Thurrock 
Design Review Panel.

 

Overview
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1. Introduction

The Council expects that by 2035 Thurrock will 
have grown into a more prosperous, attractive and 
sustainable place to live and work, with improved 
quality of life and thriving communities.
 
Galvanized by a decade of planned investment in the Borough’s transport infrastructure 
and enhanced by continually improving educational attainment, the Borough will  
have secured its position as the economic powerhouse of south Essex. With a  
flourishing economy driven by port-related industries, the logistics sector, new 
technologies and innovation. Recognised for and characterised by a highly skilled,  
inclusive working population. The delivery of high-quality, desirable housing, tuned to  
local need and demand has greatly stimulated what is now a buoyant housing market.  

More sustainable patterns of living will have been achieved throughout the Borough as a 
result of the successful redevelopment of its economic hubs, the creation of new mixed 
use developments, substantial environmental improvements and key improvements 
to the public transport network. The inherent quality of Thurrock’s natural and built 
environments, including the riverfront areas will have continued to be celebrated, creating 
places that people can be proud of, and that build on the Borough’s distinctive and unique 
character through imaginative design.
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All reviews are focused on outcomes for people. They 
explore how a building or place can better meet the 
needs of the people who will use it and of everyone 
who will be affected by it. It does this by constructively 
seeking to improve the implementation and quality of 
architecture, urban design, landscape, transport, social 
infrastructure and highway design.

For reviews to succeed they must be carried out using a robust, clear and defensible 
process. It must also offer consistently high standards in the quality of its advice. To 
ensure this, the Thurrock Design Review Panel will operate under the nationally accepted 
Ten Design Review Principles, as set out in Design Review Principles and Practice 
http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/resources/guide/design-review-principles-and-practice 
established by Cabe, the Royal Institute of British Architects, the Royal Town Planning 
Institute and the Landscape Institute. These standards are summarised in the following ten 
principles.

Independent: the Review panel members are independent and the report is compiled 
through the peer review process. The members are unconnected with the scheme’s 
promoters and decision-makers, and where a potential conflict arises the individual 
member stands down and an alternate is appointed. For example a member of the Design 
Review panel would not be precluded from working in the locality, but would not join a 
panel reviewing their designs.

Expert: the Review is undertaken by leading designers who have an acknowledged 
standing and expertise.

Multidisciplinary: the panel combines the different perspectives of architects, urban 
designers, planners, landscape architects, engineers, and other specialist experts to 
provide a complete, rounded assessment. 

Accountable: the panel and its advice must be clearly seen to work for the benefit of the 
public. The panel reports will be published and publicly available where the scheme is the 
subject of a planning application.

2. Review principles
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2. Review principles

Transparent: the Design Review panel’s remit, membership, governance processes and 
funding are in the public domain (on the Thurrock Council website). 

Proportionate: the Panel will be used for projects whose significance or complexity 
warrants the investment needed to provide the service. 

Timely: it should take place as early as possible in the design process, because this can 
avoid wasted time. It also costs less to make changes at an early stage. 

Advisory: the Design Review panel does not take planning decisions, but it offers 
impartial advice for Thurrock Council.

Objective: the Design Review panel appraises schemes according to reasoned, objective 
criteria rather than the stylistic tastes of individual members.

Accessible: the findings and advice are clearly expressed in terms that policymakers, 
design teams, decision-makers and clients can all understand and make use of. 
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3. What will be 
seen by the Thurrock 
Design Review Panel?

Thurrock Council will require all significant 
development proposals to be assessed by the Thurrock 
Design Review Panel. These will include:

• Comprehensive masterplan reviews including area-wide strategies such as urban 
realm and open space and infrastructure including energy and waste.

• Development proposals with significant impact locally, such as housing, a secondary 
school or public realm.

• Small scale development eg, fewer than 50 homes.

• Development proposals for sensitive sites.

And all others that are assessed to be significant in terms of design, public interest or 
impact on a locality.

Thurrock planning officers will decide which development proposals will be reviewed. 
Major and sensitive schemes will go before the panel while still at the pre-application 
stage, while there is the opportunity for the applicant and design team to modify the 
scheme in response to the review report. However, schemes can be nominated after a 
planning application has been submitted, too.

The design review remains confidential when part of a pre-application discussion, unless 
otherwise agreed. When considering schemes that have already been submitted for 
planning approval, the panel’s report will become publicly available. A fee is charged for 
the Design Reviews to cover the costs of operating the panel.
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4. Preparation to  
the Thurrock Design 
Review Panel

This stage is where Cabe learns all it can about  
your project, in advance of your presentation to  
the Thurrock Design Review Panel.
 
We will assign you a Design Advisor who will act as your first point of contact throughout 
the whole Design Review process. Your Design Advisor is a full-time member of the Cabe 
team – a qualified built environment professional with expert knowledge and hands-on 
experience of the design and planning process. 

The role of the Design Advisor is to: 

• Explain the Design Review process at the inception meeting 
 

• Conduct research and gather information about the project 

• Liaise with the Design Review panel members, design teams, clients, planning 
authorities and other stakeholders 

• Supervise the review day itself 

• Compose the final Design Review advice report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.1 Briefing meeting
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This is a vital part of the review process, as it gives you the opportunity to brief your  
Design Advisor thoroughly on the project by looking at your proposal, so that they  
can gain a proper grasp of the design brief and your approach. Your Design Advisor will  
offer you guidance and advice on the Design Review process and your presentation 
materials, highlighting areas the panel might be interested in or areas that need more 
supporting drawings. 

The briefing meeting will be held in person or via conference call one week prior the 
Design Review.

4.2 Information provided to the TDRP
Prior to the Design Review meeting, it will be the responsibility of the developer or architect 
of a proposal to provide a written scheme outline information of the project to be reviewed, 
along with key images. A template of the document can be found in Appendix B.

Please refer to Appendix C for guidelines on how to prepare for the Design  
Review presentation.
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5. Meetings of the 
Thurrock Design 
Review Panel

Reviews will take place at Thurrock Council offices on the 4th Tuesday of the month. 
The panel may need to meet more frequently, depending on the volume of projects to be 
reviewed.

Each individual Design Review meeting will be chaired by the dedicated Chair, or Vice-
chair, alongside a panel of between 3 - 5 experts selected from the Thurrock Design 
Review pool, depending on the scale and type of proposal to be reviewed.  
Each panel meeting will: 

• Be multidisciplinary. 

•  Conducted by expert practitioners with current experience in design and 
development, track record of their own projects, and the skills to appraise  
schemes objectively.

  
• Offer feedback that will lead to the improvement of schemes, but does not rewrite or 

redesign them.
 
• Give decision-makers the confidence and information to support innovative, high 

quality design that meet the needs of communities and clients.

5.1 Who’s on the TDRP?
The TDRP is a multi-disciplinary group of design, planning and construction experts, and 
their job is to form a balanced judgment about proposals. Their advice forms Cabe’s view 
of a project. 

The panel members will all operate under Cabe Terms of Reference and BEE handbook. 
The TDRP commenced work after an Induction day, which included a presentation by 
Thurrock Council on the key issues the borough is facing.

Cabe maintains a robust conflicts of interest policy; To provide a constructive and 
reliable forum for the clients and design teams to seek guidance at an early stage where 
the panel’s advice can have the most impact, it is imperative that appropriate levels of 
confidentiality are maintained, and that panel members avoid any conflicts of interest 
that might arise in relation to schemes that come before them. Cabe has developed strict 
policies in relation to these issues to ensure that the service and its resultant advice are 
independent and impartial. 
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5.2 Who do you need on your team?

The presenting team should include the architect or lead designer, and the client. 
You’re also welcome to bring along other members of the team who can make a useful 
contribution to the discussion, such as your landscape designer, planning consultants  
or engineers. 

5.3 Site visits
The majority of reviews will be preceded by a site visit. Having met at a central,
accessible venue, the panel Chair and all panellists in attendance will visit the site, as
will the presenting team, representatives from Thurrock Council and Cabe and relevant
stakeholders. In the case of some smaller proposals, a site visit may not occur prior to the
review; however this will only be in exceptional circumstances. If no site visit occurs, site
contextual information will need to be included in the briefing information.

In general, site visits will not be required for second reviews, unless major contextual or
other changes have occurred since the last review.

5.4 Format of the Design Review meetings
Directly following the site visit is the Design Review meeting, which will last around 90 
minutes. The review will take place at the Thurrock Council offices or a location closer  
to the site.

The Chair will introduce the panel members, then hands over to you – the design and  
client team. You’ll have about 30 minutes to present your project and the client 
representative should start by setting the scene in two or three minutes. The bulk of the 
time should be used by the architect/lead designer.

The local authority is then invited to comment, followed by any other authorities or 
agencies, and after a few questions for clarifications, the remainder of the meeting is 
devoted to panel members commenting on the quality of the scheme. 
 
After the review, which will last 60 minutes, the Chair will then summarise the key  
points out of the discussion. 
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6.1 The Design Review advice report 
Two weeks after the Design Review meeting, you’ll receive an advice report with Cabe’s 
views and advice on your project; at both the pre-planning and planning stage this is also 
circulated by email to the project’s other stakeholders that we previously agreed with you.

6.2 Making Design Review advice reports public
If your project is the subject of a planning application, our comments are also published 
on our website and made available to those who ask for them, including the media. Our 
advice at the pre-planning stage is confidential. However, if the letter is made public by 
the design team or client while the project is in pre-planning, we can’t withhold it from the 
other parties and we will publish the advice report on our website.

6.3 Evaluation
In order to guarantee high quality of service, the TDRP’s work will be monitored and 
evaluated on a regular basis. Feedback forms will be distributed to all stakeholders at 
the end of every review day, with the results considered at the regular meetings. At the 
meetings Cabe and Thurrock Council will:

• Track how well the Thurrock Design Review Panel is meeting / delivering the objectives 
of the council. 

• Track Thurrock Council satisfaction with the service overall.

• Continually improve the service to meet expectations.

• Capture key design issues raised through individual reviews to inform the overall 
programme and future reviews.

6. Post Review
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7. Contacts

Design Council Cabe

Victor Callister, Deputy Director
Victor.Callister@designcouncil.org.uk                     020 7420 5217

Thomas Bender, Lead Advisor
Thomas.Bender@designcouncil.org.uk        020 7420 5234

Daniela Lucchese, Advisor
Daniela.Lucchese@designcouncil.org.uk        020 7420 5270

Meera Loader, Business Support Manager
Meera.Loader@designcouncil.org.uk         020 7420 5218

Debbie Novak, Administrative Support
Debbie.Novak@designcouncil.org.uk          020 7420 5248

Thurrock Council

Leigh Nicholson, Development Management Team Leader
LNicholson@thurrock.gov.uk

Development Management Team  
development.management@thurrock.gov.uk      01375 652291

The Appendix contains a number of helpful reference documents for Thurrock Design 
Review Panel, members and those presenting in reviews.
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Appendices
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Appendix A
Chair and Vice-Chair 
Biographies

John Lyall  
 
John has been a leading architectural practitioner for more than 30 years, as Alsop & 
Lyall (1979-1991), as John Lyall Architects (1991-2011), currently as Lyall, Bills & Young. 
He has received many awards from the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA), 
Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors (RICS), Civic Trust and other bodies, with work 
ranging from rail stations (North Greenwich: shortlisted for the Stirling Prize) to urban 
regeneration schemes. Historic renovations of classic buildings (the Corn Exchange 
and White Cloth Hall, Leeds) had a significant effect on the renaissance of the city 
centre. Recently, John received great acclaim for his four pumping stations on the 
London Olympic site. Other successes include: the Jerwood DanceHouse, Ipswich 
and the Goldsmiths Centre, Clerkenwell. Serving on Design Review panels for many 
years (Cardiff Bay; Southampton; CABE; Peterborough and Kent); Client Design 
Advisor (British Library); enabler for schools/courthouses, he has written articles/
reviews for architectural journals/books; has a published monograph on his work: “John 
Lyall. Contexts and Catalysts” (2000); teaches at the Bartlett School of Architecture, and 
is external examiner at Greenwich University.

Mike Hayes  
 
Mike is a consultant urban planner and former senior officer in the public sector. His 
range of skills is in urban planning, urban design, regeneration and development at 
regional, city and neighbourhood levels. His particular strengths are: building vision, 
developing strategy, providing leadership, thinking laterally, inspiring commitment, 
devising delivery mechanisms and communicating ideas. He was President of the 
Royal Town Planning Institute (2004) and an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects and appointed Commander of the British Empire (CBE) for services to 
local government and the voluntary sector (2008). He was invited to become a member 
of the Academy of Urbanism (2011), and is an accredited neighbourhood plan examiner. 
He is director of his consultancy Michael Hayes Consulting Ltd. Current appointments 
include: Secretary to the National Planning Forum; non-salaried Examining Inspector; 
National Infrastructure Directorate in the Planning Inspectorate; Member of design 
review panel for MADE and PlacesMatter!; Member of Historic England’s Advisory 
Committee and Urban Panel.

TDRP Chair

TDRP Vice-Chair
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Danna Walker 
 
Danna is a Built Environment Professional at the Construction Industry 
Council. Her career spans over 20 years in the construction and built 
environment sector, and has encompassed a variety of roles from shop 
floor electrician, to Architect (DIP Arch), to strategic projects manager 
in support of industry. A passionate advocate for the industry, the 
common thread throughout her career has been a desire to improve 
the built environment directly as a practitioner, and the industry by 
making a tangible difference through a range of projects, developed 
to address the challenges of accessibility, skills development and 
improved diversity. As an architect, Danna specialised in regeneration, 
educational projects and community engagement. She is a mentoring 
champion and founded the innovative Fluid Diversity Mentoring 
Programme, designed to provide support for practitioners seeking 
career progression. Danna serves as Chair of the Royal Institute of 
British Architect’s, equality, diversity and inclusion advisory group 
Architect’s for Change (AfC) which launched the Role Models Project 
(2015). She is honoured to have been named a finalist in the Precious 
Awards 2015 and to be a Trustee for the Stephen Lawrence Charitable 
Trust.

Paul Karakusevic 
 
Paul leads a team of specialists working at the forefront of housing 
architecture and urban regeneration. A founding partner of  
Karakusevic Carson Architects (KCA), he has nurtured a design and 
strategy led practice which adopts a dynamic approach to masterplans; 
urban regeneration programmes; mixed tenure housing; and estate 
renewal architecture projects for local authorities, RSL clients and 
private developers. Working innovatively with emerging funding 
structures and national design standards, Paul places residents at the 
heart of the design process creating exemplary, distinctive design, 
delivering both commercial and social benefits. With a ‘hands-on’ 
approach to the practice, he is collaborative and passionate about good 
design, and co-founded KCA to raise housing standards. Paul believes 
in design/construction qualities, which deliver outstanding housing/
neighbourhoods regardless of tenure; reflecting a unique sense of 
place; loved by residents; financially viable, and withstanding the test 
of time. Appointed as a Greater London Authority (GLA) Urban Design 
Advisor, a Design Surgeon for Urban Design London, and facilitated 
client training sessions for the GLA. As Homes and Communities 
Agency (HCA) Design Champion, he conducted their technical design 
audit of affordable housing projects; assisted in writing the new  
Housing and Policy standards and contributed to the London Housing 
Design Guide.

Panel Member Biographies
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Amanda Reynolds 
 
Amanda has over 25 years experience as an architect and urban 
designer, in the UK, Australia and New Zealand, with the last 12 years 
spent working on projects in the UK and Ireland. She is the Director 
(from 2007) of design practice AR Urbanism, following 5 years as 
Director of Urban Design for Llewelyn Davies. Amanda’s work has 
a number of threads including large-scale residential-led mixed-use 
master planning projects, urban regeneration projects and urban 
design and streetscape projects. These include design work, including 
provision of design advice, community engagement activities, Design 
and Access Statements, Building for Life Assessments and Expert 
Witness advice at Public Inquiries. Amanda is a past Chair of the Urban 
Design Group and part time lecturer/tutor for Master’s degree courses 
at the Universities of Westminster and Southbank. She regularly chairs 
and speaks at conferences on masterplanning and urban design issues, 
and is a member of the London Boroughs of Lewisham, Southwark and 
Hackney’s Design Review Panels, as well as Transport for London’s 
(TfL’s) Major Projects Review Panel. Amanda is a member of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects (RIBA), and a registered architect in the UK 
and New Zealand.

Before joining Bennetts Associates (2006), Edward had studied 
and worked in Belgium, the Netherlands and France. He trained 
as a structural engineer and architect, acquiring design skills, 
which embrace multidisciplinary working. Over the past 9 years 
Edward has worked on the winning competition entry for the new 
humanities division and library at the University of Oxford; the highly 
sustainable Hampshire County Council headquarters; a residential 
development in north London; the design of a series of surface 
Crossrail stations for Grip 4, and the development of an exemplar 
HQ office building in the Green Belt, Kings Langley. Currently, he 
is leading the transformation of the Grade II listed Midland Goods 
Shed; East Handyside Canopy behind King’s Cross, London, 
and the design of the Guardian’s new civic space inside. Studies 
include: Berlage Center for Advanced Studies in Architecture 
and Urban Design, Amsterdam/Rotterdam, Netherlands, (1997); 
University of Ghent, Belgium, ‘Burgerlijk Ingenieur Architect’, BA Sc 
and Architecture, (1993) and Ma Sc and Architecture (Hons), (1995) 

Edward Marchand
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Neil Davidson 
 
Neil, MA (Hons), is a landscape architect and partner of J & L Gibbons. 
He joined the firm in 1999, and trained at Edinburgh College of Art/
Heriot-Watt. Neil maintains strong links with education. He taught at the 
Architectural Association and has been a guest lecturer at the University 
of Cambridge, University of East London (UEL), and Edinburgh College 
of Art. His portfolio of projects ranges from sub-regional strategic plans 
and urban regeneration frameworks to public parks, higher education 
projects. He is experienced in the assessment, design, conservation 
and management of a wide range of historic and statutorily protected 
landscapes, parks and gardens. Neil’s projects have been finalists 
in the prestigious Rosa Barba International Landscape Prize 2014, 
and won the Vauxhall Missing Link international competition in 2013. 
They have been awarded Civic Trust and Landscape Institute design; 
masterplanning; communication and strategic planning awards, winning 
the 2008 and 2011 Landscape Institute President’s Award for the East 
London Green Grid, and Making Space in Dalston respectively. The 
Angel Building was shortlisted for the Stirling Prize 2011.

Matthew Lloyd 
 
Matthew established Matthew Lloyd Architects (MLA) in Shoreditch, 
East London (early 1990s), having previously worked for Skidmore, 
Owings & Merrill (SOM) in London and Chicago. MLA is recognised 
for sensitive, innovative and contextual architecture. Current projects 
include: the redevelopment of the Grade II Listed Bourne Estate for 
London Borough of Camden; HS2: replacement housing on the 
Regent’s Park Estate, Camden; new residential blocks, and community 
facilities on the Frampton Park Estate, Hackney. Notable recent projects 
include the refurbishment of the Grade I Listed Royal Society of Arts: 
Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) London Award, RIBA English 
Heritage Award for Sustaining the Historic Environment; and a mixed-
use development at St Mary of Eton Hackney Wick: winner of a RIBA 
National Award, a Housing Design Award, and New London Awards 
(NLA) in 2015. Matthew’s expertise is centred on urban/suburban 
regeneration, with a particular emphasis on housing/community 
provision. With substantial experience of working with multiple 
stakeholders, to achieve complex planning consents and delivering 
successful schemes for clients and communities, he is a member of 
RIBA, and has served as a judge for the RIBA Awards, the Camden 
Design Awards, and the Hackney Design Awards.
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Kay Hughes 
 
Kay is a chartered architect with over 25 years’ experience working 
across a range of sectors, as client and design lead to achieve the best 
possible outcomes for complex and high-profile projects.  
She runs Khaa, a consultancy that pioneers better design solutions 
through stakeholder engagement, design briefing, project initiation, 
design team selection and project review. Her significant role in 
leading and delivering award-winning buildings at London 2012, and 
in previous client roles at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, and 
Sport England in the build up to the 2002 Commonwealth Games, 
demonstrate the range of experience she has across a number of 
sectors. One of Kay’s achievements is her ability to bring together 
multidisciplined stakeholders and understand the challenges at every 
stage of even the most complex builds, to leave a meaningful design 
legacy. Kay is a member of the Association of Project Management, has 
been an award assessor for the Institute of Civil Engineers, the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, Building Design Magazine, New London 
Architecture and the Civic Trust. She currently sits on the Greenwich 
Design Review Panel.

Alexandra Steed 
 
Alexandra is a landscape architect and masterplanner with 15 years 
of experience, with a major interest in art and sustainability. She has 
worked internationally and at all project scales. Whilst Design Studio 
Lead at Aecom London, Alexandra directed the Qatar Public Realm 
Strategy and Guidelines project for the State of Qatar. As Director of 
Martha Schwartz Partners London office, she worked on a number of 
projects including the mixed-use Wellington Place scheme in Leeds. 
Alexandra now runs her own studio, Alexandra Steed URBAN, and is 
currently working on London projects, including an alternative scheme 
for the Royal Mail Site with the Mount Pleasant Association, under 
the Greater London Authority’s (GLA’s) Community Right to Build 
programme. She is developing a new campus landscape for SKY 
TV Headquarters, London. Alexandra is a chartered member of the 
Landscape Institute.
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Lynne Ceeney 
 
Lynne is Global Head of Sustainability for a professional services 
company, with 25 years’ experience of sustainability in the built 
environment. She assists design teams to integrate sustainability into 
development proposals and works with organisations to help them 
embed sustainability in their existing decision-making processes. 
Lynne is an expert in collaborative design and masterplanning, 
enabling stakeholders with different skills and experience to design 
and deliver sustainable places. She also supports organisations 
and project teams on resilience. Key projects include: appointed 
to Environmental Review Panel assessing proposals for the 2012 
Olympics Athletes’ Village; manager of two Scottish Sustainable 
Communities Initiative programmes – visioning and design charrette in 
Callendar, and stakeholder workshops for the local plan Major Issues 
Report in sensitive rural locations; Technical Director for sustainability 
assessments of alternative infrastructure route alignments; technical 
lead for Climate Change Adaptation reports for two major airports; 
technical contributor to a Green Economy study for a large unitary 
authority in the east of England. Lynne is appointed to the Institute of 
Environmental Management and Assessment’s Strategic Advisory 
Council. She was a member of the Board of the Academy for 
Sustainable Communities, and the Homes & Communities Agency 
Skills and Knowledge Panel.
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Louise Goodison 
 
Louise is an architect specialising in heritage, urban development and 
education and is Director of Cazenove Architects, a practice focusing 
on public and community development. She is a History graduate 
from York University and a Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) 
Conservation architect, qualifying at the Bartlett (1990). Louise has 
chaired/contributed to many design reviews in London and south-east 
England. A member of the South East Design Panel and Chair of the 
Hackney Design Review Panel, she has run stakeholder workshops 
in conservation areas for the Planning inspectorate, and for housing 
design committee workshops. On the Steering Committee for Hackney 
Town Centre, she founded and has run the Clapton Festival since 2011. 
Louise is a RIBA Client Design Advisor and is a specialist in community 
and education architecture. She led the Clinical Document Architecture 
(CDA) team Primary Capital programme in Birmingham (2007-2010) and 
developed a new Programme Strategy for School Environments (2011). 
Louise’s architectural/design projects have won and been shortlisted 
for local/national design awards: CivicTrust, RIBA; Local Authority; 
The Housing Awards; Barnsley Business and Innovation Centre iCAN 
awards (BBIC), British Council for School environments Awards. She 
has led successful campaigns regarding neighbourhood development 
in London Fields East, Clarence Mews, Salford and central Hackney.

Andrew Von Bradsky 
 
Andy is an architect with over 30 years’ experience in the design and 
delivery of residential development for all sectors. He is a consultant to 
businesses, housing delivery agencies and the public sector, providing 
advice on housing-related issues, drawing from his experience as 
former Chairman of PRP Architects LLP. He leads research projects that 
advance industry knowledge for policymakers, clients, end users and 
communities. Recent project successes include: the award-winning 
Portobello Square regeneration project for a housing association; 
and the Lewisham Gateway town centre regeneration project for a 
commercial developer, for which he was the Partner responsible. He 
has played a leading role in other regeneration, new settlement and 
commercial projects throughout England. Chair of the Royal Institute 
of British Architects (RIBA) Housing Advisory Group; member of a 
committee that reviews finance and development proposals for a large 
housing association; and sits on an advisory panel of the research 
body, National House-Building Council (NHBC) Foundation. He is a 
Board member of the Housing Forum, a membership organisation 
that represents the supply chain in housing, and was a member of 
the government appointed Challenge Panel that advised the Housing 
Standards Review from a cross-industry perspective. 
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Michael Coombs 
 
Michael graduated as a Civil Engineer from Cape Town University 
and started his working life building roads in the Kalahari Desert. He 
then joined a team designing long span bridges on the Garden Route, 
before completing a postgraduate year at Imperial College. Since 1977, 
at Alan Baxter and Associates, he has worked on a wide variety of 
building projects and bridges. More recently, he has become interested 
in placemaking and urbanism; in particular the role that designers of 
buildings and infrastructure play in fashioning the character of towns 
and cities. He has worked in several of the UK’s most significant 
historic buildings, helping to develop an approach which is evidence-
based rather than rooted in theory, explaining how they work using 
contemporary thinking. He has also engineered several special new 
build projects in the full range of structural materials. Michael is involved 
in the training of young professionals and the overall management and 
direction at his firm. He balances this with a hands-on contribution 
to the firm’s projects, mainly at the conceptual design stage, but 
also in detail on selected projects. Michael has served on the Board 
of the Association for Consultancy and Engineering and chaired its 
Membership Committee.

Sarah Weir 
 
Sarah is Chief Executive of Waddesdon Manor in Buckinghamshire. 
Previously she was Chief Executive of The Legacy List, the Queen 
Elizabeth Olympic Park charity (set up to encourage creative 
connections between people and the park, with a focus on arts and 
culture, education and skills); Head of Arts and Cultural Strategy for 
Olympic Delivery Authority; Executive Director, Arts Council England; 
London and Executive Director of the Almeida Theatre. Sarah started 
her career in the Lloyd’s insurance market. She worked for Aldgate 
Group Brokers, where she rose from office junior to non-marine 
Managing Director during a 15 year career and was the first female 
Managing Director in Lloyd’s. Following a move from business into the 
arts, she then worked at Purdy Hicks Gallery, Arts and Business and 
the Royal Academy of Arts. She has a History of Art BA from Birkbeck 
College (1993-7), an OBE for services to the arts (2012) and is a Fellow of 
Birkbeck College. Sarah is a Trustee of The Alzheimer’s Society.
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Janice Morphet 
 
Janice is a Fellow of the Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI), has been 
a planner for 45 years and has degrees in sociology, management, 
literature and a PhD in politics. Following a career in local government 
and higher education, she was a senior advisor on local government 
modernization at the Department for Communities and Local 
Government (DCLG), 2000-2005, and since 2007 has devised and 
supported infrastructure delivery planning as part of local plans. Janice 
was a Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) appointed 
member of the Olympic Delivery Authority’s Planning Committee 
(2006-2012), and has been a trustee of the RTPI and the Town and 
Country Planning Association. Visiting Professor at the Bartlett School 
of Planning, University College London, she has held senior posts 
including as local authority Chief Executive and Head of a Planning 
and Landscape School. Member of the RTPI’s English Policy Panel, 
she has chaired committees at the RTPI since 1974. Her recent books 
are: Modern Local Government (2008), Effective Practice in Spatial 
Planning (2010), and How Europe Shapes British Public Policy (2013), 
Applying leadership and management in Planning (published 2015), and 
Infrastructure delivery planning: an effective practice approach will be 
published in 2016.

Alexia Sawyer 
 
Alexia is an IMPACT PhD candidate, funded by University College 
London (UCL) and Glasgow Centre for Population Health. She holds 
an MA Hons in Psychology from the University of Edinburgh, and an 
MSc in Health Psychology from UCL. Alexia was research assistant 
on Active Buildings: a National Institute for Health Research, School 
for Public Health Research (NIHR SPHR) funded collaborative study, 
into the relationship between the workplace environment and office-
workers’ physical activity, and sedentary behaviour. After 1.5 years 
in this post, she completed a UCL Public Policy secondment to the 
What Works team in the Implementation Unit, Cabinet Office; and 
worked on a report detailing the role of behaviour change theory in 
increasing the generation, communication and adoption of evidence 
in public policy making and evaluation. Alexia is currently studying for 
a PhD investigating the interactive influence of the built environment 
and social capital on physical activity at the Health Behaviour Research 
Centre, Department of Epidemiology and Public Health, UCL. This 
involves quantitative analysis of primary/secondary data and collection 
of qualitative data, using a PhotoVoice methodology to explore the 
physical/social determinants of active living in neighbourhoods in 
Glasgow. She was awarded the Chadwick Trust Travelling Fellowship  
for her qualitative research.
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Anna Rose 
 
Anna is an architect and urban planner with over 13 years’ expertise in 
advising on mixed-use urban masterplans and public realm projects. 
She has extensive experience of working with private and public sector 
clients on complex masterplanning projects, with a particular focus on 
the design of effective human behaviour patterns. Her expertise targets 
optimising spatial connections for the benefit of pedestrians, cyclists 
(walkability, safety and conviviality), and local businesses (proximity 
to footfall, interchange and density of amenity). Anna recently led 
Space Syntax’s spatial planning studies for the Bristol Temple Quarter 
Enterprise Zone masterplan for the Homes and Communities Agency, 
and advised Transport for London, the Greater London Authority 
(GLA), and the London Borough of Camden on the likely public realm 
impacts of HS2 in the Euston Area. Currently, she is advising the London 
Legacy Development Corporation on the urban integration of the 
‘Olympicopolis’ sites: University College London, East and Stratford 
Waterfront. In addition to her work in the UK, Anna leads Space Syntax’s 
design and consulting activities in the USA and continental Europe. She 
speaks regularly at industry and academic events worldwide, and is 
an Honorary Research Associate at UCL. Anna is a member of the UK 
Academy of Urbanism.

Mike Axon 
 
Mike is a founding Director of Vectos with more than 25 years’ 
experience in the development industry. His expertise includes transport 
masterplanning, advising on transport policy and directing innovative 
and design-led transport approaches to development schemes. Mike 
graduated in 1988, formed Savell Bird & Axon in 1994, subsequently 
sold it to WYG - Global Consultancy in 2007 and formed Vectos in 2011. 
Vectos is a transport planning and infrastructure design consultancy 
specialising in maximising the value of land/assets in the property 
development industry. Mike leads complex, mixed-use scheme projects 
placing design at the heart of transport solutions. His work includes 
major strategic developments, expert witness appearances on projects 
across the UK, and Select Committee and Upper Tribunal appearances. 
His work spans the land use spectrum, including the residential, retail, 
commercial, leisure and sustainable energy sectors. He is involved in 
strategic planning for European research and demonstration transport 
projects. Mike is a Fellow of the Chartered Institution of Highways & 
Transportation. He is a Member of the British Council of Shopping 
Centres and the Milton Keynes Business Leaders Partnership.  
He is a Director and owner of indoor rock climbing centres in Milton 
Keynes and Snowdonia.
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Charles Wagner 
 
Charles was Head of Planning and Urban Advice at English Heritage 
(EH), until April 2015. A chartered town planner and member of the 
Institute of Historic Buildings Conservation, he studied Civil Engineering, 
then Building Conservation with the Society for the Protection of Ancient 
Buildings (SPAB) and Architectural History. With a varied career at EH: 
carrying out the listed building resurvey; doing listed building casework 
in London, and historic areas casework in the Midlands/East Anglia. 
Charles developed public realm policy/practice in London (1999) 
and produced: ‘Streets for All’ Streetscape Manuals. He worked on 
the EH/CABE guidance on tall buildings: Heritage Works guidance 
for developers, on dealing with heritage on their sites and Enabling 
Development Guidance (2005). Charles worked on the Thames 
Gateway, seconded to the Homes and Communities Agency (2009) as 
Strategic Historic Environment Advisor. Charles assisted with EH’s input 
into the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and its guidance 
(2011); developed EH’s guidance on Neighbourhood Planning and 
Localism; its farm building’s assessment tool and micro-generation 
advice. Charles now runs his own consultancy; is an SPAB Guardian, 
President of the Association for Studies in the Conservation of Historic 
Buildings; sits on the Haringey Quality Review Panel; West London 
Amenity, and Neighbourhood Planning Groups.

Jon Herbert 
 
Jon is a chartered town planner with 18 years’ experience in urban 
design and planning consultancy. Associate Director with Tibbalds, 
he has previously held positions with Urban Initiatives and Llewelyn 
Davies. Jon has strong experience in strategic, spatial, policy and 
neighbourhood planning, having led on the production of Area Action 
Plans; Supplementary Planning Documents; consultation exercises and 
technical policy documents to support and guide the evolution of the 
Local Plan process. This has included the production of masterplans, 
growth and town centre strategies. Jon has an excellent understanding 
of the current policy agenda. He recently led research into 
neighbourhood planning on behalf of the Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs and the Department for Communities and 
Local Government, drawing out lessons and advice from the first wave 
of neighbourhood plans. He also led research into the impact of the 
National Planning Policy Framework on housing land supply, decision-
making and plan preparation. In addition to being a Built Environment 
Expert, Jon is also a member of the Placemaking Leadership Council 
and the London Borough of Merton Design Review Panel. He brings 
to his work a thorough understanding of the planning process with 
sensitivity to design and masterplanning.
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Appendix B 
Scheme outline information

                              

 

CONFIDENTIAL 

 

Design review scheme outline 
information 
Section 1 
 
Please return a minimum of 2 weeks prior to review 
 

Scheme Information 

Scheme name:     
  

 

Site address & postcode: 
 

Address                             Postcode 

Address & postcode of meeting 
point:  

Address                             Postcode 

Planning information 
Status of scheme: 
 
 

☐         Preplanning (confidential) 
☐         Planning (public) 

Type of application:  
  

☐         Outline   ☐      Detailed    ☐      Reserved Matters      
☐         Hybrid    ☐      Other 

Contact Details 
Client/Developer/s: Name   Organisation        Email  Telephone 

 
Project Design architect/s: Name   Organisation        Email  Telephone 

 
Landscape architect/s: Name   Organisation        Email  Telephone 

 
Planning consultant/s: 
  

Name   Organisation        Email  Telephone 
 

Local Authority/GLA contact: Name   Local Authority      Email  Telephone 
 

Historic England contact if known: Name           Email  Telephone 
 

Structural engineer: Name   Organisation        Email  Telephone 
 

Sustainability consultant/s: Name   Organisation        Email  Telephone 
 

                              

 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Other consultant/s: Name   Organisation        Email  Telephone 
 

 
Design review scheme outline 
information 
Section 2 
 
Please return a minimum of 1 week prior to review 

Scheme Description for Panel Review 
Please provide concise information about the project to brief the panel members in advance of the 

meeting. Please follow the format set out below including font and layout. 

NB: we regret that we cannot accept separate text documents neither in place of, nor in addition to, your 
completed scheme description. 

 

Attending panel 

List up to six people from your practice or your associates who shall attend the review to present and 

answer questions (NB - In addition to these people, we’ll invite the Local Planning Authority and, 

where appropriate, Historic England, Greater London Authority, and any Development Corporation 

involved.) 

Name Company/Organisation Email  Telephone 

Name Company/Organisation  Email  Telephone 

Name Company/Organisation  Email  Telephone 

Name Company/Organisation  Email  Telephone 

Name Company/Organisation  Email  Telephone 

Name Company/Organisation  Email  Telephone 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

 

1. Scheme Description 
Short Description short description   
Outline here 

 
 
 
 
 

1.1 Project data 

Public consultation process  
Outline here 

 
 

Main elements of the brief   

list or describe the main elements of the brief here 

 
 

Important constraints 

list or describe the important constraints here eg statutory constraints (listed buildings, 

conservation areas / LPA guidance (Concise guidance) etc 

 
 

Planning history  

list any previous planning application/s for the site 

 
 

Outline schedule of accommodation:  

provide a schedule of principal areas under these headings: 

Use: provide a schedule of principal areas with m2/ft2, units and use classes as necessary 

Dwellings per hectare: units/Ha if relevant here 

% affordable housing: % here 

                              

 

CONFIDENTIAL 

2.2 Project description 

Built form 

This should include reference to site planning, arrangement of accommodation, form, massing and 

height approach to architecture and materials 

 

 

 

Public realm and landscape design 

This should include reference to landscape design strategy, uses, public and private space, 

materials and the maintenance strategy 

 

 

 

Access and inclusion 

This should include reference to transport, car parking and inclusive design. 

 

 

 

Sustainability and Environmental Strategy 

Please provide a brief description of the environmental strategy eg passive design measures; wind 

sunlight and daylight studies; recycling and waste management; SUDS; health and wellbeing etc. 

  

                              

 

CONFIDENTIAL 

% family units: % here (3 bedrooms and above) 

Heights: provide the height/s for the proposed building/s delivered on site in meters and 

number of storeys eg Block C: 14m – 4 storeys plus podium 8 m – 2 storeys 

Amenity Space: note communal and private provisions if available/relevant eg cycle storage, 

balconies, garden space 

Procurement route:  

Project budget:   

Key dates up to start on site:  

Please list the key dates up to start on site, eg application/pre-application dates 

2. Scheme description 

Please provide a brief factual description, in no more than two A4 pages, of the project under the 

following headings:  

 
 
 
 
 

2.1 Site context 

Please provide information about the context including urban design analysis, characterisation, existing site 
and buildings. Please ensure that this information can be read with the site plan provided (reference to street 
names, north point etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
  

                              

 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Proposed site plan & visuals 

Please send the following information in  jpeg format in A4 size.  

1. A concept diagram.  

2. Site plan (including street names where relevant and a north point etc)  

3. Ground floor plan (including all entrances and access points to provide a better understanding 

of how the building functions and/or is serviced at the ground level and its relationship to the 

surrounding spaces).  

4. Typical floor plan. 

5. Cross section/s (including site sections)  

6. Elevation/s (including materials and detailing) 

7. Sunlight and daylight studies. 

 

Depending on the design stage and availability of drawings, other optional visualisations can be 

beneficial such as visualisations of the streetscape from long and medium distance to verify how the 

building responds to the context, human scale and activity. 

 

NB - if the scheme is being reviewed as a planning application, please provide appropriate high 

resolution images and the right for external use in the event the scheme is made public. Please name 

the file/s in this format: ‘web image xxxxx’.  Feedback forms will be sent out after the review; please fill 

out and return to Cabe. 

A short online feedback form will be emailed after the review; your honest response will help us refine 

our service, which aims to help clients improve people’s lives through the creation of well-designed 

buildings, spaces and neighbourhoods. 

Revised August 2015	
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Appendix B 
10 suggestions for Design 
Review presentations 

These guidelines are an overview for those presenting to a Design 
Review panel,  setting out the essential information a panel needs 
to see if they are to understand a scheme, the context, brief and 
designers intentions. How this information is conveyed is up to the 
design team’s discretion. 

1. Site plans 

Site plans should show where the project is 
located in terms of the wider town or city, and the 
full extent of the site in relation to its immediate 
surrounds so it is possible to assess it’s impact. 
The site plan board could give a clear indication 
of the site’s ‘red line’ boundary; local access 
to public transport; the location and extent 
of buildings and areas of historic interest or 
protection; public open spaces; and how people 
and vehicles move through the site. The site 
plan should also show the land within the client’s 
ownership, and which parts of the site are public 
or private. Aerial photographs and historic maps 
can also be useful in illustrating the surrounding 
context.

2. Design iterations  
It is important that the panel are given a clear 
understanding of why certain decisions were 
made by the design team to fulfil their brief within 
the constraints of the site. Design is an iterative 
process, which can be illustrated with diagrams, 
sketches, montages, and models; however the 
most important consideration is conveying the 
reasoning behind final design decisions and how 
potential solutions were tested.  
 

 

3. Form and massing  
A study of massing and form will illustrate the 
building envelope and the manner in which the 
scheme’s component shapes are arranged. It 
is useful to see how the bulk of the proposed 
building fits with the shape and size of the 
surrounding built form, and there should be 
space allocated to illustrating this relationship. 
Form and massing diagrams and models are 
a good opportunity to illustrate the extent of 
any overshadowing on surrounding spaces. 
Diagrams or drawings depicting the micro-
climate could relate to further information or 
studies which are not necessarily provided on the 
presentation boards.

4. Plans  
Plan drawings should be clear and presented 
at a scale that ensures legibility from a distance. 
We would recommend clarity over quantity 
and avoiding over-use of text. It is important 
that a clear sense of the orientation and scale 
of a project is conveyed in plan drawings, and 
accurate north arrows should be provided. For 
larger schemes, it is useful to include information 
on phasing strategies.
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5. Sections  
Section drawings should be read alongside  
plan and elevation drawings, helping to give  
the review panel a clear sense of the dimensions, 
character and materiality of the spaces 
described. Section drawings should also give 
a clear indication of how the various elements 
of a building’s programme are accessed and 
combined. The design team should also provide 
street sections and site sections, providing 
clarity about how the design negotiates a site’s 
topography.

6. Elevations 
Elevation drawings should illustrate the external 
appearance of a project as seen from its key 
views. It is our experience that review panels 
prefer as much elevation information as possible; 
these should show the proposal in its context 
through the use of whole street elevations, 
with a clear sense of the proposal’s materiality, 
massing, and fenestration conveyed.

7. Construction  
The method of construction should be an integral 
part of a design from its inception. In a well-
designed building this is likely to be apparent 
from plans and sections, but it is useful to 
illustrate how a project fits together and operates. 
This should be demonstrated through to the 
level of detail, which ideally gives a flavour of 
the architecture and materials, demonstrating 
refinement and consideration. Details drawn 
at 1:10 or 1:20 scale are usually sufficient. The 
choice of materials is also of vital importance, 
and relates to an understanding of context, 
maintenance and durability. It may also be useful 
to show how the building’s construction might 
allow it to adapt to changing requirements  
in the future. 

8. Visualisations  
Visualisation of a project can be extremely 
powerful in explaining how a project will ultimately 
appear and interact with its surroundings. 
Visualisations should represent a project 
honestly, with the review panel able to relate them 
to other drawings such as plans and sections. 
There should be an attempt made to cover the 
key views of a project, from close quarters and 
from distance, and include people to give a clear 
idea of scale. 

Visualisations can also provide information on the 
extent of overshadowing or glare, which is useful 
for a review panel, and are particularly useful 
when presenting tall buildings at Design Review. 
In this instance images should provide a sufficient 
number of views to allow for a full assessment of 
the impact of the proposal on its surroundings.

9. Landscape and the 
public realm 
Successful projects integrate with their 
surroundings at ground level and contribute 
to attractive outdoor spaces that are valued 
and used. The design team should show the 
contribution and impact their scheme has on the 
wider city, incorporating urban design analysis 
and a considered public realm treatment.
There should be clear distinctions made between 
public and private spaces, options for moving 
around the building, and an easily understood 
public image. We suggest including examples of 
details, materials and site sections through areas 
of landscaping to enable a clear understanding of 
the scale and robustness of proposals.

10. Sustainability  
Well-designed buildings are economically, 
environmentally and socially sustainable. This 
means giving consideration to whole-life costs 
rather than short-term economic returns; 
making efficient use of building materials, natural 
resources and energy; reducing emissions; 
and engaging and recognising the needs of 
stakeholders throughout the design process.

Design teams should show how sustainability 
issues have been considered and realised in the 
scheme under review.

We hope that this information allows you to 
prepare a presentation which demonstrates the 
scheme with clarity and precision; allowing the 
review panel to give the best possible quality of 
feedback and advice.
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For enquires please contact 

Thurrock Council
Development Management Team    
development.management@thurrock.gov.uk


