Thurrock Children’s Social Care

What happens when

you contact us because you
don’t feel able to look after your
child at this time
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How we can help you?

We know that many families can struggle to care for
their children without support at times. For example,
you may be experiencing increased problems
managing teenage behaviour and if a young person
starts running away, missing school or perhaps using
substances, you may feel unable to look after them.

We Dbelieve that in most circumstances it is best e

to meet children’s needs through immediate or " W

extended family care. , ; :

We aim to support children to remain living at home . _

or within their own family, by providing you with q . '

or WIERIn et v, By providing y What other services can provide support? * - -
intensive family support services when necessary, ‘J 1

unless there are clear reasons why this may not be 1

safe or consistent with the child’s wellbeing. '

What will happen if you ask the council ‘

e

to look after your child?

1. If you do not already have a social worker,
we will refer your request to the Multi-Agency
Safeguarding Hub (MASH).

L

The MASH will collect some information from
you and a duty social worker will talk to you
about your difficulties and how we can help.

You will need to tell us about any family or
friends who can care for your child while we
provide immediate support or make a Children
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Thurrock Children’s Social Care

What happens when

we think it’s in your child’s best
interest to live with someone

else within or outside of the

family network at this time What are your rights if your child is

accommodated?
What does this mean?

The council is looking to ‘accommodate’ your child
with someone else rather than live with you as the
parent or carer. Section 20 of the Children Act 1989
is the legislation which applies to this situation and
states the council’s responsibility and your rights.

What happens next?

1. Your social worker will explain why the council .

thinks this situation applies to your child. u

2. For a child to be accommodated, the parent(s)/
carer(s) with parental responsibility need to
give their consent. If two parties have parental
responsibility, both need to give their consent
for this to happen.

If your child is accommodated, how does
this affect your parental responsibility?

3. If one parent/carer does not consent and
the council thinks the child needs to be
accommodated, then the council will need to
apply to the court for an Emergency Protection
Order or an Interim Care Order for the
accommodation to go ahead.

What will the council do when your

child is accommodated?

4. At all times we will make an effort to find
out what the child thinks about being

2. Your social worker will ask you to sign a
written agreement which says what we want
you to do or stop doing while your child is
accommodated. This is not a legally binding
document and you don'’t have to sign it. You
can also seek legal advice before signing it.
If you require help to meet the agreement, tell
your social worker to include this in the written
document before signing. The IRO will keep this
written agreement between you and the council
as part of your child’s care plan.

What happens if your child is
accommodated and you withdraw
your consent?

If you wish to remove your child from care and

the council does not agree, then we will consider
applying for a court order. The council may also ask
the police to exercise their power to remove your
child from your care for up to 72 hours. All of these
are temporary measures and the council will have
to go back to court to extend an order if needed.

Is there anything else that could
happen?

You should be aware that in certain circumstances
the council may consider another more permanent
arrangement in the best interests of your child.
This may be the case if a child has suffered or is at
risk of suffering significant harm because of their
care/lack of care. In these circumstances, if you
disagree, then you should seek legal advice.



